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ROBERT BR AN D's INVENTION, 


EOROE Tun THIRD, 


By the GR AcE of GOD; OF 


Great Britain, France and Ireland, RING. 


Defender of the Fa iT H, and fo forth: To ALL 
to whom theſe preſents ſh ll come Greeting. 


WHEREAS, Rostrr BRAND of Loxs- 
Ack, Tkuss-MaxEtR ; has by his Petition Humbly 
| Repreſented unto Us, that he hath by long Study, 
Application, and Expence, in trying Experimente, 
and particularly on himſelf, found out and invented 
a new Inſtrument or Machine, which he calls a 
Traverſe, Elaſtic Truſs or Bandage, for the relief 
of Perſons of either Sex, or any Age who are afflic- 
ed with Ruptures either in the Groin or Navel, and 
which is of great relief to any Perſon afflifted with 
ſuch diſorder, and fits with greater caſe on the Pa- 
tient, and greatly varies from any Inſtrument or 
Machine hitherto invented for that Diſorder. Cer- 
tificates of which he hath in his cuſtody, of divers 
eminent Phiſicians and Surgeons, and others re- 
ſiding in London and other parts of Great BIT AN: 
That in regard he is the firſt and ſole inventor of the 
faid Inſtrument or Machine, and as he apprehends 
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the ſame will be of Public uſe and benefitt to our aur Nals 
jects: He therefore moſt humbly prayed Us, that 
e would be graciouſly pleaſed to Grant unto 
with, his Executors, Adminiſtrators and Aſſigns, Our 
Ro val Letters Patent, for the ſole Making and 
Vending the ſaid Inſtrument or Machine, called the 
Traverſe, Elaſtic Truſs or Batidage, in that part of 
Our Kingdom of Great Bx1T ain called Ex HAND, 
Our Dominion of Warts and Town of Bzexgwic « 
upon Tw EER D, and alſo in Our Plantations and Colo- 
nics Abroad, for the Term of Fourteen Years, ac- 
cording to the Statute in that Caſe made and pro- 
vided; We being willing to give Encouragement to 
al Arts and Iaventions Which may be for the Public 
good : Are graciouſly plea al to Condeſcend to the 
Petitioners Requeſt. 
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KNOW YE therefore, Sus We of Our ES _— 
Grace, certain Knowledge and tnere Motion 3 
e and Granted, and by theſe preſents, for Us, 
= Our Heirs and Succeſſors, DO give and Grant unto 
= the ſaid RoBERT BRAND, his Executors Admini- 
„ ſtrators and Aſſigns, Our Efpecial Licence, full Poww- 
* er, ſole Priviledge and Authority, that he the ſaig 
Corky BRAND his Executors, Adminiſtrators and 
Aſſigns, and every of them, by himſelf and them- 
ſelves, or by his and their Deputy, or Deputies, 
RY Servants, Or Agents, or ſuch others as he the faid 
1 Ronkkr BRAND, his Exccutors, Adminiſtrators 
or Aſſigns, ſhall at any time agree with, and no 

others, from time to time, and at all times hereafter 
during the Term of Years herein Expreſſed, ſhall 
and Lawfully may Make, Uſe, Exerciſe, andVend 


| „„ ſaid 5 within that part of Our Kingdom 
1 | of 
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of Warts and Town of Bzxwick upon Tw ED, 


his Executors, Adminiſtrators and Aſligus, ſhall 


Profit, Benefit, Commodity, and Advantage, 


| BRAND, his Executors, Adminiſtrators and Aſſigns, 


Benefit, and the Sole Uſe and Exerciſe of the faid 


Strictly Command, all and every Perſon, and Per- 
ſons, "Bodies, Politic, and Corporate, and "all 


ANN WETION »v 
of Great BRIT AN called Exct. axb, Our Dominion 


and alſo in Our Plantations and Colonies Abroad, | - nl 
in ſuch manner as to him the ſaid Ro Brand, _ 
his Executors, Adminiſtrators or Aſſigns, or any of _ 
them ſhall in their directions ſeem meet. 


A N D, that he the ſaid RoRTRT BRAND 
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and Lawfully, may have and enjoy the whole 


from time to time, coming, growing, accrew- | 
ing and arifing, by reaſon of the ſaid Invention, for 


and during the Term of Years herein mentioned, 


To HAvg, Hort, Exercife and Enjoy the ſaid 1 
Licence, Power, Priviledges and Advantages, here- _ 
in before Granted or mentioned tobe Granted umo __ 
the ſaid RoBERT BRAND, his Executors, Admini- i 
ſtrators, and Aſſigns, for and during, and unto the 
full End and Term of Fourteen Y« ears, from the 
date of theſe Preſents next and Immediately infuing, 4 
and fully to be compleat and Ended according to = 
the Statute, 1 in ſuch Cafe made and Provided. 4 


AND to the End that he the ſaid ROBERT 
and every of them, may have and Enjoy the Full 


arenen; according to Our Gracious Seminar; 
herein before declared. We do by theſo Preſents, 
for Us, Our Heirs and Succeflors, Require, and 


Others Our Subjects whatſoever, of what Eftate, 


Quality, Degree, Name or Condition ſocver they 
he 
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vi ROBERT BRAND s 


be, within that ſaid part of Our Kingdom of Great 
BRITAIx Called ENGLAND, Our Dominion of 
Warts, and Town of BERWIC²k upon 'Fweep, 
and alſo in Our Plantations and Colonies Abroad, 
aforeſaid, that neither they nor any of them, at any 
time during the Continuance of the ſaid Term of 
Fourteen Years, hereby Granted, either Directly 


or Indirectly do make Uſe, or put in Practice the 


ſaid Invention, or any Part of the ſame ſo attained 
unto by the ſaid RonkI BRAND, as aforeſaid, nor 
in anywiſe Counterfeit, Imitate or Reſemble the 
fame. Nor ſhall make, or cauſed to be made, 
any Addition thereunto, or Subſtraction from the 


ſame, whereby to pretend, himſelf or themſelves 


the Inventor, or Inventors, Deviſor, or Deviſors 
thereof, without the Licence, Conſent or Agree- 
ment of the ſaid RoBRERRT BRAND, his Executors, 
Adminiſtrators or Aſſigns, in Writing under his or 
their Hands and Seals; firſt had and obtained in that 
behalf, upon ſuch Pains or Penalties, as can or may 
be juſtly Inflicted on ſuch Off-nders, for their Con- 
tempt of this Our Royal Command. And further 
to be anſwerable to the ſaid RoBERT BRAND, his 
Executors, Adminiſtrators and Aſſigns, according 
to Law, for his and their Damages thereby 
Occaſioned. 55 | 


AND MOREOVER. We do by theſe 
Preſents for Us, Our Heirs and Succeflors, Will and 
Command all, and Singular, the Juſtices of the 
Peace, Mayors, Sherriffs, Bailiffs, Conftables and 
Headboroughs, and all other Officers, and Mini- 
ſters whatſoever, of Us, Our Heirs 2nd Succeſſors, 
for the time being, that they or any of them Do not 

nor 
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nor ſhall at any time hereafter, during the ſaid 
Term hereby Granted, in anywiſe Mor zs7, 
Trouble or hinder the ſaid RonerT BRAND, his 
Executors, Adminiſtrators or Aſſigns, or any of 
them, or his or their Deputies, Servants, or Agents, 
in or about the due and Lawful Uſe or Exetciſe of 
the aforeſaid Invention, or any thing relating thereto. 


AND LasTry, We do by theſe Preſents for 
Us, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, Grant unto the ſaid 
ROBERT BRAND, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, 
and Aſſigns, that theſe Our Letters Patent or the 
Inrollment or Exemplification thereof; ſhall be in, 
and by all things Good, Firm, Valid, Sufficient 
and Effectual in the Law, according to the true In- 
tent and Meaning thereof. And ſhall be Taken, 
Conſtrued, and Adjudged in the moſt Favourable 
and Beneficial Senſe, for the beſt Advantage of the 
ſaid Ro BERT Brann, his Executors, Adminiſtra- 
tors and Aſſigns, as well in all Our Courts of Re- 
cord, as Elſewhere, and by all and Singular, the 
Officers and Miniſters whatfoever of Us, Our Heirs 
and Succeſſors, in that Part of Our ſad Kingdom 
of Great Bx1iTain Called ENGLAND, Our Do- 
minion of WES and Town of Berwick upon 
'TwEED, and alſo in our Plantations and Colonies 
Abroad aforeſaid ; and amongſt all, and every, the 


Subjects of Us, Our Heirs and Succeflors halo 
ever. 


AND 


Vit ROBERT BRANDS 


AN D Whereſoever, Notwithſtanding, the not 
full and certain Deſcribing the Nature or Quality of 
the ſaid Invention, or of the Materials thereto Cons 
ducing and belonging. | 


IN WITNESS whereof, We have Cauſed 
Theſe Our Letters to be made Patent, 


WITNESS Our SEL at Weſtminſter, 
The Tenth Day of Auguſt, 
In the Eleventh Year of Our Rx I x. 


By Writ of Privy SEAL. 
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875 NC E it is rs to you 1 am | obliged for my 


knowledge in the reduction of Ruptures, I cannot 


with ſo great propriety dedicate the following ſheets 


to any other perſon. Added to this, the conſideration 
of that generous friendlineſs, (ſo predominating in men 
of frank natures) which you have on many occafions, 


exerciſed towards me, prompts me to ſnatch the oppor- 


tunity of confeſſing my gratitude : and it may not be 


improper here to obſerve to you that Mr, Reid Surgeon, 


has dignified himſelf with that additional name of Rup- 


ture Curer, in the Court and City Regiſter for 1771, 
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| There. is one thing \ chink 3 neceſſary. as to 


| public ſpectacles, which is ſuffered Wy the Faulty, 
that of abuſing "the afflicteod With Rup 


* 


0 h Rupture, in a 
miſchierous combination | of Pompous new-fangle 


names they have no right to from theit Conga of 


thoſe caſes, they take theſe names on them: for they 
ſhould be exhibited i in their true colours, without its 
being deemed within the letter of the law; or without 


infringing on the dignity of this upſtart Ruptute Curer, 


er on the liberties of the people; his pompous name of 
Rupture Curer will not be pleaded, its neither any au- 
thority or policy for him to debaſe human nature; I. 
am perſuaded his ſucceſſors wilt follow his rule of ex- 


pephive puff in the Court and ity Regiſter, of Rup- 


ture Curer:: the ſupporting his dign fied name, is 


deyond all degree extravagant, and ought to be 
excluded from amongſt the Surgeons, and his name 


poſted: as that dignified name is not to be allowed, 
nor never was claimed by any of his predeceſſors in 


the Court and City Regiſter, nor by any of the canded 


among the Surgeons. His pompous name of Ruptyre 


Curer, merely calculated to cajole the afflicted with 


Ruptures out of their money, are events of ſo unpopular 


a nature fo evidently fatal; and that from a ſyſtem of 
venality to rowl in his chariot. Likely to be eftab- 
liſhed by a ſet of Men whoſe Names are too well 

known to need mentioning, and will be tranſmitte1 


to poſterity. with more execration than ſeems at 


prefent affixed to them: when events of ſo unpopular 


a nature, fo evidently fatal to thoſe afflicted; fatal in 
their 
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their tendenty, ſo entirely repugnant. to the; witeck 
cries of the whole People afſlicted with Ruptures are 
"ſuffered to take place; will any Man deny them to 


de fully fufficient to ſhew- the baſeneſs and E 


or that woes Name 01 Rupture Curer. : 


Such i it ſeems habe been the conſenting of thoſs 
luxurious reſearchers after modes to cajole the afflicted, 
not only un juſtly and expenſive, and therefore hurtful 
in "themſelves, but even inconſiſtant with that temper 
of ſteadineſs and gravity which is, and ought to be the 
peculiarity of a Surgeon; it ſhould therefore be no 
wonder if after his diveſting himſelf of that decorum 
in externals, which is the ſafeguard, as well as the 
outlines of interiour dignity; he no longer acts, or 
appears in the ſame reſpectable light amongſt the 
Surgeons as he was wont to do. This is à Fact, the 


melancholy truth of which, all enlightened unprejudic- 


ed obſervers àmong the Faculty unanimouſly concur 
in; the judicious Surgeons confeſs it as well as among 
the Phyſicains, who univerſally agree; that Thing 
called 2 Rupture Curer, unfuitable to the - nature 


of that work, and not leſs to the inexperience of its 
cure; that this was by no means the caſe, before the 


| 


Fra as above mentioned, is undeniable to any one 
who will be at the trouble of an Examination; that it 
js entirely owing to that perverſion, whieh. followed 
the eftabliſhment of his Name amongſt the Su- 


geons ; among them, the faſhionable name of Rupture | 
Curet : that began by corrupting the morals of the 


Great Vulgar, of the Order of Rupture Doctors, and 
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1 
By degroes extending the. Contagion to the lower- 


 elaſſes, as plainly appears, by the moral performances 
of the Preface: of Mr. Pott's Treatiſe on Ruptures; 


and thoſe writings by the canded among the Surgeons, 
that make their appearance in our days; a Rupture 
Curer is beyond all degrees, in {Nw writings ex- 
e 4 1 297 £994; eee ee ne, 


Nature ſeemed zactined to reſt this . on 9 the 
alice with Ruptures, from the days of Prior Cabriere, 
Bowles, Sir Thomas Renton, Dr. Litt!ejohn, Woodivard, 
Hunt, Nicholſon, Lee and Reed; for the ſpace, of a Century 
or upwards. It ſeems as if the minds of the afllicted 
after having been harraſſed with long courſes of im- 


poſitions on them, were glad to have a ſeaſon. Of . 


calmnefs: had this ſeaſon of calmneſs heen accompanied 
with ſome meaſure of vigilence, the manners and morals 
of the afflicted would have been complete, but unfortu- 
zately for Mr. Reid, who calls himſelf a Rupture, Curęr, 


| The reverſe befel him, there never was a mare fatal 


| Nagnation. of that Order; his Pompous Name is a 
Pulice, which forms ill habits and diſpoſitions in the 
minds of Surgeons, than that it was ſuffered to take 
place at the period; it is not meant hereby to be 


4nfinuated that in former days they were free from 
-thoſe Vices, it is only contended that Mr. Reid's 
Practices is now in a more Pompous degree, and 
not ſuitable to the nature of that work; were the 


loſs of time (to the afflicted) they occaſion, - or che 
EXPences bey: draw after them, their worſt conſequen- 
f ces; 


(ts * 
ces; even in this reſpect they would be ſufficiently 
pernicious: if the Teaft fatigue, pain or Hazard to 
thoſe aſſlicted with Ruptures, were their only motives; 
we might fill allow his Dignified Name of Rupture 
Curer ſome toleration ; but when we. reflect That this 
Foreign Name, is a method fo lately deviſed, and of the 

moſt baneful tendency, that it not only incourages 
impoſitions and diſſipation in its fulleſt extremes, but 
what is incomparably more heinous, open a door to 
the practice of the moſt infamous and criminal, im- 
poſe on the affficted? It is high time his Pompous 


Name of Rupture Curer, ſhould meet with the animad- 
verſions of thoſe, . in whoſe power it is to controul and 


give check to whatever can be proved of moſt miſ- 
chievious canſequence to the afflicted with Ruptures, 
as well in public as in a private light; but the ties 
of impoſe are looſened, and gave way 'to the infamous 
luſt of that Pompous Name of Rupture Curer, and 

proſtitution of the very name of a Surgeon, it will 
become a mere word of form, and the moſt profligate, 

ſuch will be the conſequences of thoſe baneful refine- 
ments of that very Dignified Name of Rupture Curer, 
in private life, as well as in the affairs of the afflicted; 
by relaxing the manlineſs of temper and diſpoſition that 
is neceſſary for the concieving and carrying on of great 
deſigns to aſſiſt the grandeur of the Name of a Surgeon, 
it will moulder away throngh the diſſipated, diſſipated 
meſs and effeminacy of the very Name of RUPTURE 
 CURER: at the ſame time lam happy that not the moſt 
cenſorious 


_ - eenſorious; caviller can peer this addreſs, and this | 
4 bs rec itulation ˖ of Facts i is f. founded on. intereſted 
ones rin 21909 294 org Ri hw be Pile Stods 
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: iq | * T have, nothing to ak of the World but Candour: 
from you Sir, I am aſſured of meeting with it in the 
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moſt refined, Senſe. re TO rom 
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Reducing Ruptures, . 


Truſs is intended only for ſuch Ruptures in the Groin and 
Scrotum, as may be return'd into the Abdomen; but I make others 
of adifferent conſtruction to ſuit the various circumſtances of anviHernial 
Tumors, and particularly ſince my laſt publication, a TRAVERSRE 
ELasTic TRxuss for the Rupture in the Groin and Scrotum : and 
a TRAVERSE ELASTIC BANDAGE for a Rupture in the Navel, for 
which His Majeſty has granted to me, His Royal Letters Patent. At 
the time I firſt publiſhed my opinion concerning them, I was determined, 
and I am now convinced that they are the moſt ſucceſsful and eafi eſt 
of any. This might indeed be urged, and would perhaps be admitted a 
good reaſon for laying my method of the Subject again before the Public; 
but 1 have others alſo to plead in vindication of this, in the firſt place I 
think that I have conſiderably and materially improved my Truſs and 
Navel Bandage, and the method of applying them, and have rendered it 
more certain; in the ſecond place I find that what I ſaid of them has not 
been ſo clearly and perfectly underſtood as I could have with d, and in 
conſequence either of brevity and obſcurity on my p: arts Or mifinteligence 
on the part of ſome of my readers, my true meaning has not been re- 
ceived ; and I have been ſubjected to the frequent interuption of trouble- 
ſome. Coreſpondences on the ſubject, and. in the third place, I might add 
that ſome of both ſexes who have had relief, and even ſome few Gentle- 
men who are candid among the Surgical Operators, have requeſted this 
publication ; but this object was more particular the province of the late 
celebrated Dr. MoxRo's buſineſs, than an out penſioner of Chelſca- 
Canes, with confined ideas and not the advantage of more education 
than what he could obtain from an old woman, in the pare of Glenber- 
vie, n che Shire of Mearns, North Britain. Another object it feems 


equall - deſerving my attention, bnt Dr. Moxzo's s the moſt fiou- 
are utien- riſhing 
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ceenſorious caviller can pretend this addreſs, and this 
recapitulation ; of, Facts is founded on intereſied 
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Ha Ruptures, &c. 


Y Trufs is intended: only for ſuch Ruptures in the Groin and 

Scrotum, as may be return d into the Abdomen; but I make others 
of adifferent conſtruction to ſuit the various circumſtances of anvHernial 
Tumors, and particularly ſmce my laſt publication, a TRAVERSR 
ELASTICTRUSs for the Rupture in the Groin and Scrotum : and 
a TRAVERSE ELASTIC BANDAGE for a Rupture in the Navel, for 
which His Majeſty has granted to me, His Royal Letters Patent. At 
the time [ firſt publiſhed my opinion concerning them, I was determined, 
and I am now convinced that they are the moſt ſucceſsful and eafi ſt 
of any. This might indeed be urged, and would perhaps be admitted a 
good reaſon for laying my method of the Subject again before the Publicz 
but I have others alſo to plead in vindication of this, in the firſt place I 
think that I have conſiderably and materially improved my Truſs and 
Navel Bandage, and the method of applying them, "Ind have rendered it 
more certain; in the ſecond place I find that what I ſaid of them has not 
been ſo clearly and perfectly underſtood as I could have wiſh'd, and in 
conſequence either of brevity and obſcurity on my p- art, or miſinteligence 
on the part of ſome of my readers, my true meaning has not been re- 
ceived; and I have been ſubjected to the frequent i interuption of trouble- 
ſome. Coreſpondences on the ſubject, and. in the third place, I might add 
that ſome of both ſexes who have had relief, and even ſome few Gentle- 
men who are candid among the Surgical Operators, have requeſted this 
publication ; but this object was more particular the province of the late 
celebrated Dr. Mo N RO's buſineſs, than an out penſioner of Chelſca- 
College, with confined ideas and not the advantage of more education 
than what he could obtain from an old woman, in the parith of Glenber- 
vie, n che Shire of Mearns, North Britain. Another object it feems 


_— deſerving my attention, bnt Dr. Mo x Ro's „ the moſt fiou- 
B — 14 ren. riſhing 


. 3 — ä — 


( 93 
lng of Literature and the polite arts, by him they were held in the 
higheſt eſtimation, and he cultivated them more than any other thing in 
all his ſucceſſors, as witneſs the pompoſity of his ſucceſſors, who endea- 
vour to raiſe their merit on the 15 of a word, and torture language for 
new fangled and varying names, merely becauſe the Symptoms of the 
Diſorder are triflingly different, this he has infuſed into his ſucceſſors in 


all ranks of that order, without exception as far as their other avocations 


would permit, this circumſtance claims a more particular conſideration; 


I muſt at preſent refer my reader to the conſequence of thoſe baneful 
refinements, as a witeſs of the truth of what I have ſaid of the new 
fangle and varying names to be found in part, in Mr. Pott's Treatiſe on 
Ruptures, Sect. 10. The congenial Hernia, a minute account of the nature 
of the method of applying Truſfes and Bandages, and with regard to 


Ruptures, which I am enabled to do from many years obſervations and 


experience; but Ifind I am in want of letters. It may poſſibly ſeem 
uncivil to ſay or refer my firſt obſervation on the Rupture now pom- 
pouſly call'd the Congenial Hernia. Mr. Pott ſays the Congenial Hernia 
as it is now call'd, is that particular kind of Hernia, in which the portion 
of inteſtine or Omentum which oecaſions the Tumor inſtead of being 
found alone in the Hernial Sac, as in a common Rupture is found alone 
in contact with the naked Teſtiele, the bag containing them being by the 
Tunica Vaginalis Teſtls, theſe three laſt dignified words Ido not underſtand 
but common ſenſe tells me what he means by the portion of inteſt ine which 
is no other than a portion of the Gut; the Omentum is no other thing 
than a portion of the fat which generally is found in the bellies of all 
living creatures that is in a full habit of body, and this great miſtery par 
would inſinuate to the world, that they have found out; after plunging ſo 
many ages in the blood and garbage of their fellow creatures, both 


living and dead: and as I do not ſee they have aſſigned any rational 


reaſon for the above extraordinary difcovery ; but in my opinion, 
the only, and moſt rational reaſon is, that occaſions the portion of in- 
teſtine in the ſac, alone is occaſioned by the narrownefs of the orifice; 
through which the inteſtine deſcends to the ſcrotum z3 which common 
ſenſe muſt tell us, that a narrow orifice muſt ſtrip the guts of that fat, 
if there is any; I ſay that the narrowneſs of the oritice, muſt ſtrip 
that fat from off the guts, as it paſſes the orifice into the ſcrotum, in 
the ſame manner as if one would ſtrip the bark oft from a green wil- 
low tree, as it paſſed through a narrower place than would eaſily admit 
of the largeneſs of it; and as to the Omentum being found in the fac. 
by itſelf, 1 think the reaſon of that extraordinary diſcovery may be 
accounted for very juſtly, in the following manner: my opinion is, 
that the orifice being ſo ſmall, as not to admit of the largeneſs of any 


portion of the inteſtines, ſo that the portions of the Omentum, or in 


more plain terms, the portion of the looſe fat of the guts, will ſlip 
eafily through a very narrow orifice, by the compreſion of the weight 
of the inteſtines, notwithſtanding the orifice is ſo ſmall as not to admit 
of the guts to deſcend after that portion of fat, which defcends into 
the hernial ſac, and this I believe to be the caſe. 

On the other hand, I believe that the inteſtines is as often found by 


itſelf; the reaſon of this, is in my opinion, the ſubject is like to 


Pharah's 


W 


(oe. 3 
Pharah's lean cows, without any fat at all, ſo I conclude- my opinion.” 
of the congenial Rupture, 

The Rupture is a deſcent of the inteſtines or Omentum, properly 
known by the names of the gut and caul; when from their natural ſitu- 
ation, they form an unnatural tumor or ſwelling. The Ruptures moſt 
frequent, are thoſe of the groins: they at firſt appear no bigger than 
a nut; ſometimes they are hardly perceptible ; yet, by degrees they 
increaſe in bulk, even to the prodigious fize, of thirty-two inches in 
circumference ; infomuch, that it becomes impoſlible for the patient to 

walk without exceſſive pain, from the weight and largeneſs of the 
3 Theſe Ruptures are eafily reduced, if a timely application is 
made, by laying the patient on his back, and gently compeelimg them 
with the hand. 

The umbilical, or as it is more commonly called, the navel Rupture, 
makes its appearance in the ſame manner as others : it is moſt times 
cured in children, but ſeldom perfectly cured in grown perſons ; that 
is to ſay, only a palliated cure can be expected. 

The fœminal Rupture is near the thigh, appears as others do; with 
this difference, that it is in the beginning lefs perceptible or trouble- 
ſome, but increaſes prodigioufly : I have even ſeen it extend from the 
Os illium, to the centure of the Os pubis, and deſcend to the loweſt ex- 
tremity of the Vagina, and then fall into the thigh. It is ſo extreme- 
ly incommoding, that the afflicted can ſcarcely fit upright, or get 
out of bed; nor is any caſe to be obtained, but in a lying-down 

oſture, 
g Ruptures of every kind, are very dangerous; from Childhood to de- 
cripid age. Sometimes they give no pain, yet on a change of weather 
they become very troubleſome : at other times, they will be attend- 
ed with weakneſs, gripings, and violent cholics, ſtrangulations, vo- 
mitting of excrements, faintings, mortifications, convulſions, and a 
moſt painful death, In ſome of the above caſes, what is called an 
Operation, is the laſt reſource ; and this is attended with moſt excruci- 
ating pain; and is more frequently attended with death than ſucceſs, 
even when performed by the moſt ſkilful Surgeons, | 

After this account of Ruptures, it will be proper to ſhew deen what 
cauſes they are produced; and to point out the methods, by which 
they may be prevented, All forts of fiekneſſes and lingering diſtem- 
pers, have a tendency to produce them, Women are very ſubject to 
have Ruptures, thro” hard labour in child-bearing : colds have the 
ſame effect, from the violent coughs they occaſion; and what increaſes 
the danger, is, the frequent exceſs ot relaxing remedies, taken at 
thyſe times; which weaken in an extraordinary degree, the whole vital 
ſyſtem. Vomits often occaſion Ruptures, becauſe they too violently ſtrain 
the fibres: they ariſe too from eating ſuch food as produces “ coſtive- 
neſs, and cauſes ſtrainings, &c. Sea fickneſs is dangerous, from the 
violent effort of nature in vomiting. Exceſs in all forts of cxercife 
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the ruptured part, and with the ſame fingers of the other hand take hold 


( 13 4) : 


may occaſion Ruptures; in ſhort, every unnatural exertipn of frength 
puts nature out of its bounds ; and cauſes accidents of this kind, fre- 
quently not to be overcome. 

Many perſons have Ruptures, and do not know it. To be certaln; 
examine all the cavities of the belly, whether there be pain or not; 
it is potſible to have one or two without being ſenſible of any: obſerve 
whether the Navel puſhes forwards, if it does put the hand on the Swelling 
to reduce it into its natural Place; after which, Cougb, and if it re- 
appears, tis a Rupture. | 
Amongſt other means uſed to a Cure, to obtain this end, I mentioned 
in my liſt publication the bathing of the Ruptured Parts with cold water 
and ſpake of it as that for many reaſons appeared to me to be preferable. 
to all others, as a method that Thad always practiſed with the greateſt ſuc- 
ceſs of any other application whatever: and as that, which if nothing 
ſhould occur to Induce me to change my oppinion, I ſhould continue to 


make uſe of, ſince that time 1 by accident had a converſation with 


Mr. Clark, Surgeon, he has been at the Eaſt-Indies, and as our conver- 
ſation was on the moſt rational method or means for the radical Cure of 
a Rupture : I told him my opinion of what I thought and had practiſed, 
and had always anſwered the beſt of any, on which he informed me that 
the common proſtitutes in the Eaſt- indies, had a method of bathing their 
privities with a ftrong lime water, which had the deſired effect of brac- 
ing them as ſtreight as if they had not known any man: and he per- 
ſuaded me to give the lime water a fair tryal, which 1 did firſt on 
Thomas Weſt, on the 24th of december laſt, ſince that time I have had 
frequent opportunities of practiſing the experiment and found it anſwer, 
and I am cernain that it is the ſafeſt and moft efficatious of any. 


I ſhall now proceed to ſhew the moſt proper and ſafeſt manner of re- 
ducing Ruptures in the Groins and Scrotum, and of reducing the Inteſting 
(or more commonly called the Gut.) when fallen doun. 


If the Rupture then be much enlarged, or painful, it will be of great 
ſervice to the Patient, before the reduction is attemped, to take a gentle 
cooling purgative, ſuch as a decoct ion of Tamar inds with Sena, or a ſo- 
lution of Salts and Manna: or a penny-worth of Jallop will anf wer as 

vell, if the Patient is of a plethoric or full habit of body, to let a mo- 
derate quantity of blood will be proper; and at the ſame time the parts 
ſhould be fomented with a piece of flannel wrung out of a warm 
decoction of emollient herbs, ſuch as Camomile Flowers, Mallows, &c. 


After theſe preparations, you ſhould proceed in the following manner; 
lay the Patient upon his back in ſuch a poſture that his Buttocks may be 


conſiderably higher than his Head, as by that means the Bowels that are 


within the Belly will fall more towards the Breaſt, and not only give 
way to what is to be returned, but be of ſome aſſiſtance to the reduction. 
Then you muſt examine carefully as to the ſituation of the Teſticles ; 
and if you find they are forced up towards the fide of the Scrotum by the 
fide of the Rupture, you muſt be very cautious not to ſqueeze them in your 
attempt. If you find them compreſſed at the bottom of the Scrotum, 
you mult with the fore- finger and thumb of one hand ſeperate them from 
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of the upper part that is next the Ring of the Muſcles, or place from 
whence'the Rupture comes out, and work it gently in, in the ſame 
manner as you obſerve Women do with a cow's teats when they - milk 
her. By obſerving this method you will neither be apt to ſtrain the 
Rings of the Muſcles, or hurt the Inteſtine, ſo as to -cecahons an 
inflammation of any of theſe parts 
I. As to the application of the Truſs, it will be more convenient to 
it ſlack round the Patients Body before he is laid down, as by his getting 
up after the reduction to put the Truſs round the body there might be 
| ſome riſque of the Bowels falling down again. Take hold of each end 
of the ſpring, and open it wide enough to receive his body ſide- ways 
and after you have got the Bowel fairly reduced apply the Cuſhion'o the 
Truſs (the Trufs or the Pad P. P. the Pads of the Truſs on the Rings of 
the Muſcles or Place, from whence the Rupture comes out in the Groins, 
fee plate No. 2.) upon the Ring or Orifice from whence the Bowels 
| come out. It muſt have a gentle hold of the upper part of the OsPubis, 
: or Sharebone; but take care it is not placed too high or too low: the 
Spring will be a direction, which ſhould come round the Os Ilium, and 
cloſe to the juncture of the thigh bones. (A. A. the juncture of the thigh 
bones, G. G. great trochanters of the thigh bones, C. P. is the proper 
ſhape of the cuſhion plates of the Truſs, ſee plate No. 1,) and touch the 
Rump juſt where the clift of the Buttocks begins, which parts are called 
by the Anatomiſts, the middle of the Os Sacrum, and at the ſame time 
the Truſs ſhould be cloſe to the juncture of the thigh bones or great 
Trochanters on both ſides, equally cloſe down to them, for the middle of 
the Os Sacrum (fee the back view of plate No, 3, Os Sacrum.) The 
Trufs muſt be made ſo tight as to make it fit cloſe, otherwiſe it will 
neither do its office, nor be eaſy to the wearer. | A 
Always keep under the Cuſhion four fold of old coarſe hae. which 
will keep the part cool and eaſy, and prevent the Cuſhion from een. 
ſpoiled by the moiſture of the Skin. It will be a great addition to the 
Truſs, if for ſix or ſeven weeks, or longer (that is to ſav, till the Patient 
has compleated his cute, which, if he has youth on his ide, may poſſibly 
be in two months; of which indeed 1 have ſeen many inſtances, but 
than the Patient has been very obſervant of the rules preſcribed _ 
tho parts are bathed with very cold ſtrong lime water every night a 
morning, which may be done conveniently in the following manner; 
take a piece of large linnen cloth fold it up pretty thick ſo as to be about 
ſix or ſeven inches ſquare, a few ſtitches may be put into it to keep the 
folds together, dip it into a baſon of cold lime water, (but that you may 
not wet the Truſs, looſe it, and lay the Pad or Cuſhion that was in the 
Groin up to the Navel out of the way of the water) 'then ſqueeze 
and apply it to the Scrotum and Groin, and as it loſes its coldneſs dip it 
in the lime water again and again, which ſhould be continued for half an 
hour at a time: it is moſt convenient this cold bathing ſhould be perform- 
ed when the Patient is naked in bed; the opperation of bathing the afflict 
ed children, ſhould be when they are in their mothers lap and aten at 
every opportunity when in the lap. It is necetfary that the Patients 
breeches ſhould be very long in the Thighs, ſo as to allow the 
waiſtband to come high up on the Pelvis above the Truſs; that is to 
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1 
fay to che very top of the Os Ilium, or the top of [the hip bones, 
(ſee plate No. 2, A. A, the waift band of the breeches,) for if the 
2 of the breeches bear on the Truſs it will add ſo much to 
the preſſure, which will make it very uneaſy ; and the beſt Truſs 
that ever was made, if it is not applied in a proper manner, will 
not do its office, It is therefore abſolutely neceſſary that all the 


furgical world make themſetves acquainted with the method of applying | 


Truſſos and Bandages of different confiructions to ſuit the various circum- 
ſtances of any hernical Tumour; they alſo ought to be familiarly acquaint- 
ed with thoſe Truſſes and Bandages that are moſt proper for thoſe Tumours 
in particular, for thoſe Ruptures Feminal and in the Groins; as in 
my opinion they are the moſt dangerous, and the moſt frequent, 

and the moſt difficult to be prevented from falling down ; nothing 
but enquiry and experiments will give a true notion of the proper 


conſtruction of thoſe Truſſes and Bandages, and in what manner they 


ſhould be applied, whatever means can accompliſh this end with 
the leaſt fatigue, pain or hazard are certainly the beft. Not be- 
ing (at that time I firſt had a Rupture myſelf,) acquainted with the 
anatumic Structure and diſ poſition of the Parts concerned in the 
Difeaſe, I had very ſtrange notions concerning it. Since that time 


1 have embraced every opportunity of making improvements in 


Truſſes, and the fafeft method of reducing Ruptures, (in Hofpitals 
and out,) of practiſmg them, and under ſome improvements, and as 


I can now ſpeak poſitively to their ſucceſs; and as all my learn'd 
| Foretathers amongft the faculty, has neghetted it, . it right 


to give it to all mankind. 

I muſt here adviſe my reader that i in examining any thing like a Rup- 
ture, he does not miſtake a Swelling of the Spermatic Chord, or in the 
Groin, tor one; as by handling anything of the kind roughly, he may 


_ pot only give the Patient an exquiſite deal of pain, but do great miſchief, 
Ii it is really a Rupture, gentle means, without being in too great a 


hurry, will anſwer beſt; A very gentle preſſure of the Fingers placed flat 
in an erect poſture will ſometimes das | it to diſappear: but if this 
ſhould fail, lay your Patient on his Back, then rub your Fingers upwards 
and downwards obliquely from the Os Illium, to the center of the 
Os pubis. This is to be continued for a confiderable time; but if it 
mould not remove it, and it ſtill continues to the touch as at firſt, the 
Patient muſt continue in the ſame ſituation, and have the part fomented, 
and the above operation Again performed: after which, ſhould it fill 
continue hard, it ts certainnly no Rupture. 

I have been frequently ſhocked at the cruelty with which have 
ſeen Surgeons uſe their Patients, merely by miſtaking a ſwelling for a 
Rupture. On theſe occaſions I have remonſtrated; ——but as I was 
not bred a Surgeon, my counſel was treated whh contempt, altho' 
they quickly found their attempts in that way were in vain. 

It may not here be improper to obſerve, that my knowledge in theſe 
matters took its firſt riſe from being afflicted with a Rupture myſelf, 
I tried all the different kinds of Truſſes that have been uſed and 
recommended by Surgeons for many years back, but found the beſt of 
them ſubject to ſome 1 inconveniency. However, as 1. was originally a 


Mcchanick, 


L031 

Mechanick, I went to work with an intention to avoid the inconvenien- 
cics of thoſe I had uſed ; and after trying ſeveral different new forms, 
at laſt hit upon that which I now offer to the public, and has 
given ſo much ſatisfaction to all who have uſed it. As to any farther 


knowledge 1 have of Ruptutes, I an oblidged to ſame Gentlemen 


of the Faculty, particularly Dr. Hunter and Dr. Livingſton ; alſo to 
Dr. Barry, for the books he recommended to my peruſal. When I 
put you in mind how ridiculous the Surgeons of former times appear 
in this more enlightend age, in having rejected Frere Jaques's neu 
method of cutting forthe Stone, for no other reaſon but becauſe he was 
not a regular bred Surgeon, 1 hope no Gentleman of the Faculty will 
condemn my Truſs, till he can prove its having any dificiency, and 
has compared it very narrowly with others that continue in uſe. The 
recommendation of thoſe who have Experienced its benefit (which fome 
thouſands in the dominions of Britain, France, Italy, Germany, 
Holand, and Portugal have done) would perhaps be ſufficient, but that 


many people who are ſubject to any diſorder of that kind are fond of 


concealing it, from a falſe ſenſe of ſhame, and conſequently will 
never mention any thing of my Truſs. However, in my being 
conſtituted Truſs-Maker to his Majeſty's Royal Hoſpital at Greenwich z 
even when Mr. Alexander Reid, firſt Surgeon's Mate of Chelſea 
'Hoſpital ; Mr. William Blackey, of the College of Surgeons at 
Paris; and Mr, Eddiſon, Bedftead- Maker, Hanover - Street, 
Long-Acre, with a Letter of Recommendation, Signed by Sixteen 
Regutar-bred Surgeons, (amongſt whom I wiſh Mr. Hawkins, had 
not been one) ſome of them too the moſt eminent in the profeſſion 
of Truſſes in London, were candidates in oppoſition to me, cannot 
fail to give the public a juſt idea of its merit. Theſe Gentlemen, 
it is well known, did ſtand a fair tryal with me every day, almoſt 
for two months, before the Phyſicians and Surgeons of the Royal 
Hoſpital made their report of the candidates different merits ; on 
which I was appointed Surgical Operator for the Ruptured Patients, 
by the Honourable Board of Directors of his Majeſty's Royal 
Hoſpital. | | 

I think it would be here an unpardonable offence: to poſterity, 
not to inform my Readers, that to this day a Surgeon of the greateſt 
eminence recommends a Shoe-Maker to. all his Ruptured Patients to 
make the Truſſes for them, though I am very certain he does not 
know iron from. ſteal, when it is made out of the common ſies 
of the bars thereof. This I have from jobbing ſmiths, ſome of 
whom the ſeller has employed ever ſince he was converted from 
a Shoe- Maker into a Truſs-Maker. It is this eminent Surgeon and 
this Shoe-Maker that Counſellor Brand, at May's Hill, Greenwich, 
recurs to, in his letter therefrom to me, which is hereafter inſerted for 
the uſe of the public, among others ſent me, together with. certiticates 
of the Efficacy of my Truſſes above all others made - uſe of. 


Shortly aſter I had invented my. Elaſtic Truſs, 1 had an oppor- 
tunity of ſending ſome of them to Mr. Ranby, Principal Serjeants 


Surgeon to his Majeſty; in conſequence of which I receive the 


following letter. 
| | - To 
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To RoztRT BRAND, Cutler, in Aberdeen. 
8 (. now in Long-Acre, London.) 
41 8. I. N, 2 4 | iy , 
e«CYOME. time ago, I believe about the time you mention, a Soldier left 
two Truſſes at my houſe, and in a day or two afterwards took them 
« away. 1 underſtood from my ſervant that he was the maker of them. 
«© They appeared to me to vary a little from the common ones : however, 
re when you come up in June, bring ſome with you, which, if upon trial 
« anſwer better than thoſe uſed now, you will certainly meet with 
<< encouragement, SO | 


* 


« am 
« Your moſt obedient Servant, 


1 „ J. RAN BV.“ 
Chelſea College, | 
April 10, 1764. 


My Traverſe Elaſtic Navel Bandage is to be applied in the following 
manner; take it by the two extremities of the Spring, and open it wide 
enough to receive the patient; the ſpring to be placed next the Os pubis, 


or more commonly called the Share Bone: The ſprings extend from the 


center of the Share Bone, to the top of the Hip Bones, and fo aſcend 
to the fifth joint of the Back Bone, (for which ſee Plate No. 4, C. C.) the 
croſſing of the Navel Bandage on the fifth joint of the Bone, and for the 
Pad on the Navel, (F. the faſtening of the Navel Bandage, ſee Plate 
No. 5,) and for the ſkeleton's back view, (fee Plate No. 3,) the fifth 
joint of the Back Bone, 2. the middle of the Os Sacrum, a. a. the junc- 
ture of the Thigh Bone, g. g. the great Trochanter, | 


In my opinion (the only effectual remedy againſt Ruptures, with 
regard to young children) our whole force onght to be ſummoned to 
ſhun, or to prevent Ruptures ; and it is not neceſſary here to expreſs 
the various relations that connects thoſe parts in the compoſition of Rup- 
tures: But my opinion is, that if mothers and nurſes of children 
would begin at every opportunity, after the day of their birth, to bath 
the ſcrotm and the groins of theſe new born children, with only 
cold water for a few minutes at every opportunity when the child 
is in the the mother's or nurſes lap, and ſo repeating this manner 
of bathing of young children for fix or ſeven times a day at leaft, 
if there were the leaſt appearance of, a Rupture ; Fam led to aſſign 
it from a thouſand ' inſtances of the good effects in this manner of 
bathing young children, ſo that it adds fo much to the firmeſt 
texture of thoſe parts, and gives a. viſible degree of eleſticity to 
all and every relaxed muſcle or thoſe fiburs in the the neighbour- 
hood of thoſe parts which is moſt ſubject to a Rupture ; * 
| | ha 
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Wal aproach neirer and Tay, I am certain that very often Ruptures 


are occaſioned by not more frequently waſhing the ſkin of thoſe parts, 


both of young and old, which is generally neglected, and by that 


means the moiſture of thoſe parts never fails of making them naſty, 


and naturely of a relax habit, which is the forerunner of all Rup- 
tures 3 for example, inſtead of thoſe parts being properly bathed 
and waſhed, as they ought to be, both in young and old; in warm 
weather we often meet with thoſe parts ſo naſty that the ſmell of 
them is very diſagreeable, through a frequent neglect of not being 
at the neceſſary trouble of waſhing and bathing of them as they 
ought to be, and which if property obſerved by both ſexes, I am 
perſuaded would prevent in a great meaſure many people from 


ever having of a Rupture; for many reaſons, I am lead to aſſign 
the foregoing to be prefferable to Prior Cabriere's remedy againſt 


Ruptures, which is ſo frequently practiſed almoſt by the generality 


of our Rupture Doctors; without enumerating particulars of the 


Priot's remedy ; hence it is at this day a wonder to find one in ten 


of our Rupture Doctors that doth not regularly apply the Prior's 


doſe of his medicine different to the age of the patients, and it often 
proves fatal to the afflited in the ſame mannner as the Prior's Rupture 
plaiſter, which is ftrenuouſly recommended for the navel Rupture, 
even by ſome of our moſt eminent philoſophers amongſt the 
profeſſors of anatomy ; and one would imagine that common ſenſe, 


without” n would tell them, that thoſe Rupture plaifters mutt 


create more than uſial moiſture to ſpring through the ſkin, and by that 
moiſture being confined by the plaiſter always on the ſkin, ſo that the 
moiſture moſt certainly relaxes all thoſe parts, ſo that by degrees thoſe 
parts becomes more weaker, by which the Rupture muſt increaſe 
more larger, thus the moſt of our Rupture Doctors in the generality 


of their treatments appear caſt in one mould, without any character, 


the mere outlines of paſſion, more for money then any eſſential 
ſervices to thoſe afflicted. In the compoſition of this plaifter for 
Ruptures, the Prior's chief ingredient of the compoſition is three ounces 
of black pitch, which will ſtick in my opinion. as long, if not lon- 

er, on the groin than it will on a ſhips bottom; but our Rupture 
Philoſophers confirm the above pitch to prevent the deſent of the 
Inteftine, for no other reaſon, it may be ſuppoſed than on its preventing 
the water from penetrating into the ſhips holds, but the defects are, 
the Prior's plaiſter cannot penetrate through the fleſh fo as to be in 
contact with the Os Pubis, nor OsIlium, ſo that reaſon may not be equaly 


applicable to both, as the Prior's plaiſter when we view its occaſioning 


the moiſture to ſpring from thoſe Ruptured Parts like a flowing river, 


we alfo diſtinguiſh thoſe parts relax d more and more. by the moiſture 
the Plaiſter every moment occaſions, and the Ruputure much increaſed, 


This is the ifſue of the Piloſophy of the celebrated Rupture Curers, 


as of other feeble terminations, in qualities by no means conſpicuous, or 


viſible objects in the eyes of common ſenſe; they deviating farther from 
the ſhadow of reſemblance, and act on the imagination of the operation, 


a mere fgncy of its being an Aſtringent Plaiſter 
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| Aberiizen, 


„ deeen, do hereby certi 


—_ 


| (:28)) Fg) 
ce HAT I bought ene of theſe Trufſes from the bearer, Robert 
„ | Brand, Cutler, and that it has done better with me dan one I 
cc had from England, or one I had made in this place; is in juſtice and 
4 gratitude to his merit. 3 e ee 44 a8 ll 


4. Attefied at Aberdeen, May Zoth, 1764, | by 


221 ; b. pee . Minifter, at Aberdeen. 
« I ſhall only add (which is indeed truth) that this Truſs is ſo very 

c convenient, that I can walk and do every thing elſe as freely with 

, as if I had no ailment at all, e <1 o- 
: i wx] A's | | | . 6 A 


N juſtice and gratitude to Robert Brand, Truſs-Maker, in Aber- 
deen, I acknowledge that I have had a Rupture for theſe five years; 
«© that about that time I was an invalid, doing garriſon duty at the 
«« Iſland of Guernſey, I had a Truſs purchaſed at London for me by Mr. 
«« Roſe, the King's Receiver in the Ifland; which I wore, but with 
«« preat pain, for the ſpace of four years. I then got a Truſs which 
« came from Chelſea Hoſpital, but with no better ſucceſs; until about 
© 2 month ago, I purchaſed one from Mr. Brand, being a fingle Truſs 
« and fitted for the right fide, which has anſwered the intent, by giving 
« me no pain in my walking, keeps up the Rupture, and without the 


s incumbrance of a Thigh-ſtrap: Is atteſted to be truth, by me, this 


«« zoth day of May, 1764. 3 Eran 
3 0 % ALEXANDER FORKES.” 
The above declaration is atteſted by me, John Dye, of Tilligr ieg, 
one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for the County of Aberdeen, 
1 . 15 « Joun DYE, J. P.“ 


May 3oth, 1764. 


« T Doctor Thomas Liringhon » Phyſician to the Infirmary at Aber- 

y, that Robert Brand, Cutler, in this City, 
has beſtowed great pains and attention in contr'ving a new con- 
«« ſtruction of Rupture-Truſſes, which, for eaſe as well as prevention of 


e the diſeaſe, ſeems to anſwer better than the ordinary Truſſes formerly 


in uſe; and it conſiſts with my particular knowledge, that many 
people have uſed them with great benefit and ſatisfaction. | 


« Atteſted by TuoMas LivincsTtoON.” 
Aberdeen, 


June, 2, 1764. 


IN 


(190) 


IN Janidary, 1465, the following Memorial was preſerited to the 
Edinburgh Society for the Encouragement of Arts, &c. by Mr. 


Barclay, their Secretary. 
ee FP TEAS = 


: 


* My Loss and GENTLEMEN, 


oe 
oc 


| 


% kind labour under them in old age; and as to women who 
n have had children, if half of them eſcape accidents of this kind, 


fortunately too commom : perhaps the fourth part of man- 


* 
- 


4% jt is a miracle. 


% BEING originally * a Cutler and Surgeon's Inſtrument-maker, 
« and having been for many years afflicted with a_ Rupture which 
« greatly incommoded me in the neceſſary functions of life, I had 
t“ recourſe to the various Truffes and Bindages made uſe of for 
& relieving that misfortune, both from London and Paris; but 


c finding them very incommodious as well as ineffectual, I applied 
„% myſelt with great attention to the improvement of thoſe neeeſ- 
_ « ſary contrivances ; and, after many years repeated trials and many 
«« years experiance, have at laſt happily ſucceded, and ſo greatly 
«« improved the Steel Truſs, - as to make it anſwer every defirable 
7 L for the curing as well as palliating that troubleſome 
cc 
« both here and in London; to authenticate which aſſertion, letters, 
«« ſhould it be thought neceſſary, can be produced from Patients 
. reſent at both lars. we 
„ Tax great advantages which my Truſſes have, in conſequence 
« of this Improvement, above others, are as follo / 


« FIRST, by an Elaſtic Spring, peculiar to themſelves, they are 


% accommodated equally well to perſons of every Age and Size; 
« ſo that two different Sizes is the only requiſite for making them 


«« fit every perſon of above two years of age; and the ſame cir- 
« cumſtance likewiſe makes them more proper for exportation than 
% any hitherta invented. e as 


© SECONDLY, They do not require that troubleſome: and in- 


«« commodious appendage a Thigh-ſtrap, ſo commonly uſed in other 
% Bandages. 3 25 „55 


3 - 


6———— 
6—— 2 


* When I ſay originally, I would be underſtood that it was 
the firſt trade I followed: and I am not, I ought not to be aſhamed 
of ſaying, though I practiſed it fome years with great ſucceſs, I 
was not regularly bred even to that. In the early part of my life I 
followed the profeſſion of a ſoldier ; I was in the year 1741 at the 
ſeige of Carthagena, where I began my ſtudies in the art of ſurgical 
operations for removing Ruptures ; and ſo far from wiſhing to con- 
ceal this circumſtance, it is my boaſt, I have ſerved my country in 
more capacities than one. | 

C 2 | © TIR T 


\ 


HnUMBLY beg leave to repreſent to you, that Ruptures are un- 


iſorder; which numbers as well as myſelf have experienced, 


F 4 
. « ? i 5a fk + * e b we, N þ 1 "PP "TIA Beta : | » l 2 * wh v7 vat _ 
_ I. . * e "PE." : 8 I N «1 * 2 . K TEC 0 . 


„„. ws Lf 


_ 


1 


_ © 20. h6 "IM 
_— % TaixLY, They by the Elaſticity NI maintain 2 
_ J conſtant, equal, and uniform preſſure on the part only affected, 
« and imitate the kind preſſure of the hand in all its degrees, in all 
t the different attitudes of the body; whereby the parts making the 
«« Rupture are ſo conſtantly kept from coming Tn that an op 
© tunity is given to the relaxed and ruptured through which they | 
„ deſcend to recover their former ſtate, and eby prove to the pa- 
«« tient a radical Cure. 

« FoURTHLy, I can afford to ſell the abovementioned Truſſes at 
« as low a price as the other Truſs-makers in Britain fell their Iron- 
«« Truffes, without any other property to them than dignifying them 

4 with the names of Steel and Spring Truſſes. 

% THESE, and other advantages, too too tedious to mention, convince | 

«« me that this improvement, when generally known, will prove a 
* very great benefit to a very great part of mankind : And therefore [ 

«« perſuade myſelf that ſhould it meet with your approbation, I ſhall. 


«« not fail of ſharing that encouragement and n which fo highl 
« di * your honourable . ah 


* 


40 1 am, 
| 4s « My Lords and Gentlemen, 
(TRUE COPY]. with the moſt profound reſpect, N 
A N | 90 "IR moſt obedient Servant, 


1 cc © ROBERT GIA pb. 
Jan. 28, 1765. ; "os os . YR WT 


- BY | This Picnic Truſs J have even adapted to children not a month. old; 

_ | and very frequently when the R _ has been double, and the body 
1 | | no more than ten inches in circumference : and it is with the ſtricteſt 
1 truth, I aſſert, chat within theſe tive years I have cured ſome hundreds 
of both ſexes. | 
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7g s | ( 21 ) 3 
I x conſequence of the preſentation of the foregaing Memorial 
L received the following letter: NF 


To ROBERT BRAND, Cutler, and Truſs-Maker, in Aberdeen: 
a (now in Long- acre, London. 


SIR, 


' 7 Ob here have the report Dr. Monro gives the Society of Arts, 
on the back of your memorial, which I returned this day to Mr. 
Barclay, who ſaid it would make nothing as to premium. After his 
reſpectſul compliments to the honourable Society, Dr. Monto ſays 
4 The Truſſes Mr. Brand preſents is no new invention, as there is 
«© of the ſame kind and ſanze materials uſed by moſt Surgeons in 
«« Europe for many years paſt : The only eſſential circumſtances is, 
e« the circular Steel Spring is more ſtrict than thoſe in common uſe, 
e which makes them fit eafier on the Patient, and better fit perſons of. 
es different ſizes”. He adds, that this laſt is ſcarce worth obſervaz: 
« tion, as each perſon ought to have his meaſure taken in the moſt 
accurate manner, | 


: DS | Your moſt obedient Servant, Y 
Edinburgh, AR: 
March 7th, 1765, - \ JOHN PIRRIE. 


. P. S. A few days after I delivered your memorial to Mr. Bardlay 
- ed at my houſe, and told me the Society had pitched on Dr. 
«© Monro to examine into the merits of your Truſſes; which the Doc- 

7 tor very readily affented to, and that I muſt carry them to him di- 

« realy; which I accordingly did, On opening the box, taking 
«© them out, and ſhewing them to the Doctor, he ſaid they were made 
« in the ſame manner as Mr. Auchinlec here makes them. I ſaid there 

« was a great difference. But ſtill the Doctor inſiſted there was none. 
«« On this, his ſon ſept into another Room, and brought one of 
« Auehinlec's making out, and on —— them together, he con- 

*< feſled there was a difference, Had he fuffered as much pain 
«« with truſſes as I have done, he would ſooner have ſeen it.” | 


WukEN perſons of oonfined ideas, and who have not the advantage 

of Education, fall into an error, there is an excuſe ready for them :. 
the groſs miſtakes of a man of letters are unpardonable. Dr. Monro's 
miſapprehenſion ſeems w1iLFUL. Could any thing be more uncandid 
than his declaration that my Truſſes and Mr. Auchinlec's were alike? 
Could any thing be more mean than the hard-ſtrain'd ack- 
nowledgment, that there was Some Difference? In his report 
he fays, „that my Truſs differs from others, only in the circular 
Steel Spring being more ſtrict than thoſe in common uſe; 
„ which makes them fit Eaſier, and better fit perſons of Difterent 
& Sizes; but this Eaſe and this Convenience, it ſeems, are not 
worth thinking of, becauſe . each perſon ought to have his _ 
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«« meaſure taken in a moſt accurate manner. Hete is Philoſophy ! 
J frequently ſend Truſſes to the Eaft and Weſt Indies. were Dr. 


Monro living, I would afk him, if I ſhould make a voyage every time 


I receive an order. 


It is remarkable that fince, I had the honor of being appointed Trufs- 


Maker to his Majeſty's Royal Hoſpital at Greenwich, through the merits- 


of my Elaftic Truſs, the News Papers have teemed with Advertiſements 


for relief of the afflicted with Ruptures; and thoſe who were before con- 


tent to be proper, and name their Inventions (or thofe of other people) 
STEEL and SPRING Truſſes, have dignified them, in humble imita-- 


tion, with the Title of EL AsT1 c Truſſes. But there is a Gentleman 


who has outgone the moſt Impudent of theſe Triflers; who is above 


meanly filching a Reputation; but with a moſt becoming boldneſs 
ſnatches at it, even when it is out of fight, and clames a Merit which is 


mine alone. 


The name of the Perfon here hinted at, is BAND In an Advertiſe- 
ment, dated March the 17th, publiſhed in the Gazetteer, he informs the 


World that “ Hts. Eliftic Truſſes are approved of as the Mosr 


* eaſy to wear, the MosT effectual in retaining the Parts, and the 


4 BEST calculated for the Cure of the Deſeaſe, by Gentlemen of the 
% St. George's and Middleſex Hoſpitals.” pe 


How this worthy Gentleman will prove that his Truſſes are the Bs 
in uſe, while I exiſt, who Invented, and am daily improving them, is 
2 point, which will not be admitted by any but thoſe who are com- 
2 enought to take his bare word for it; and which he muſt under- 

and full as much of Logic, as he does of Puffing, to clear po 
than his 'Trufſes are . approved by GENTLEMEN of the St. Gedtge's 
and Middleſex Hozpitals.” I am ſorry to ſay, that Mr. Brand's Modeſty 
feems here too 5 —— Why did he not fay, by Tus 


GENTLEMEN, of thoſe Hoſpitals! This would have carried with it 


an air of Credit. but as the pallage now ftands, a Man muſt furely be 
poſſeſſed of a ſupernatural Talenr, to diſcover whether two or three. of 


the under Surgeons are meant, or ſome of the GENTLEMEN Who are 


carried to thoſe Places for Relief. This. ſame “ Mr. Brand begs 
« leave to acquaint his Medical Friends, that he is not the Author of. a 


% Pamphlet entitled the TRUE METHOD oF REDUCING: 


«© RUPTURES, Mr. Brand is an indefatigable Gentleman: 
He, will not only do what is neceſſary; but that for which there can be no 


occaſion. 
Publication. 


He may reſt aſſured nobody ever ſuſpected him of that 


Here follows ſeveral teftimonies to the merits of my Truſs, which, 
without further ceremony, the Reader will 1 believe, accept. 
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BLDG . 
o Mr. BRAND, in Great Peter's- Street, Weſtminſter, 
8 ( now in Long-Acre.) | 


SIR, =. 
% Tux Machine you laſt left with me does its office very well, 
« and fits eaſy, | OTE: , 
. « Your humble Servant, 
, A 4 | | 99 * B. Y 
Greenwich, | : 


. 


Auguſt 7th, 1765. 


To Mr. BRAND, in Great Peter's-Street, Weſtminſter, 
| (now in Long-Acre. ) = 


Mr. BRAND, | FS 
cc FTER a variety of Truſſes I have made uſe of from different 
A perſons, recommended to me by a Surgeon of great charecter 


« in Town, which did not do their office; yours that I have now 
% on, and have worn conſtantly nine or ten weeks, not only fully 
« anſwers its purpoſe of keeping the Gut up, but fits very eaſy, and 
« is attended with little or no trouble. | 

| « J. BRAND, 
5 « Counſellor at Law.” 
Greenwich, l 
Sept, 11th, 1765. 


« 4 N the recommendation of Dr; Hunter, I made uſe of Mr. 

6 Brand's Elaftic Truſs, to a youth about ſeven. years of age, 

« Who had been afflicted with a Scrotal Rupture for two or three years. 

; «© had uſed in the courſe of that time ſeveral Truſſes without ſucceſs: 

2 Yage wore with great eaſe, and intirely prevented any return 

— a, of the diforder. Oe ho 

„ Witnefs my Hand this 27th Day of Feb. 1766. 

„W. TAYLER, 

Late Surgeon of the Dock-Yard 

« at Woolwich, now Surgeon 


« of Greenwich Hoſpital.” 


8 HESE are to certify that I have ſeen Mr. Brand's Bandages 
8 for Ruptures, and that from the ſeveral oppertunities I have 


*« had for them, find them anſwer better than any other I have had 


« W. NORTON, 
«© Navy Surgeon. 


Strand, | 
June 2d, 1766, 
EET THIS 


+ x - IT is to ** that 1 have cent recommended Mr. 
: Robert Brand, Truſs-Maker, whoſe Bandages always gave 
10 0 4 ſatisfaction to my Patients, and to me, N 


| 66 R. BROM FIELD, M. 
. Gerard - Street, 


July 18th, 1766. 
b | 8 | | ea H ESE are to certify, that I have ſeen and careſuſty examin- 
T2 et ed the Elaſtic Bandages for Ruputres, made by Mr. Robert 
38 | ce „Nut. of Peter- Street, Weſtminſter, Truſs- Maker; and amt of 


*« opinion, that they are neat and ſtrong in their conſtruction, very 
«« ingenious in their contrivance, and more peculiarly adapted to 
*« ſeveral purpoſes of a Truſs than any other Bandage I have ever 


« ſeen. 
« Givenunder my Hand, this 18th Day of july, 1766. 
| Wy St. Martin's-Lane. 
4 | | (now at Knights-Bridge.) 4 „ 
St | | oC NELLY, MIX”. 
| | | 


AVING made ufe of the Truſſes made by Mr. Brand, on ſome 

00 Patients afficted with Ruptures, I think it no more than a piece 
_ «© of juſtice due to his ingenuity, to acknowledge, that they have ſuc- 
< ceeded very well in fulfilling the intention for which they were ap- 

cc « plied; nor have I ever ſeen any Truſſes which I ſhould prefer to 
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* them. 
: > « W. HEWSON, 
8 | 2 f ” 7 Surg 4 * 
N | Titchficld-Street, July 17th, 1766. 


(now in Argyk-Buildings. * 


HESE are humbly to certify the Governors of the Royal 

Hoſpital at Greenwich, that I have ſeen ſeveral inſtances of 

> 28 | Ruptures, where the Patients have unſucceſsfully made uſe of ſeveral 

7 ' off En, | «« Operators Truſſes, which were painful and uneaſy to them; and 

. 4 afterwards being adviſed to uſe Mr. Brand's Elactic ones, they found 

ic ſpeedy eaſe and no pain therefrom; and for that xeaſon in my opinion 
| | © his deferves the preference of all other Truſſes. 


« N. POO L E, 
| : 3 «« Surgeon of the Royal Navy.” 
| Savoy, Auguſt, 29, 1766. | | 


60 5 n AVR ſeen ſome inſtances where Mr. Brand 8 Elaftic Truſſes 
oc have been ſuceſsful, where athers have failed, 


„ E. BARRY, M. D. 


Now in Bath, 
Auguſt, 2oth, 1766. 
L have 


P £006: 

1 HAVE ſeen ſome inftances where Mr, Brand's Elaſtic Truſſes 

„ Jhavebeen ſucceſsful where others have failed; therefore I thin 
te they deſerve peculiar notice. | 


* « F. PINKSTON. 


| ce Surgeon.” 
St. Alban's-Street, 
Auguſt 29th, 1766. 


„ ks E are to certify that I recommended a Patient to Mr. 


„% Brand, who had been afflicted from his infancy with an inguinal 


«« Rupture, and had tried all means for a cure, with the different ſorts 
« of Truſſes, without ſucceſs, giving him great pain in wearing them, 
«*« fo that he was often obliged ro leave them off, and his Rupture 
« would as often come down; but after applying Mr. Brand's Trufs, 

be found to his great ſatisfa&tion, that he could wear it with great 
eaſe, and declared himfelf much obliged to the ingenious Author of 
* ſuch a Truſs, from which he had found fo much relief, 


« As witneſs my Hand, 
Leiceſter- Fields 
Auguſt 2 5th 1766. 


In the caſe referred to by this Gentleman, on reducing the Rupture, 
if great care was not taking to divide the Tefticle from it, the latter 
would follow the former into the Belly. | 


„ IIS is to certify that I have often examined and ſeen applied, 
6c Mr. Brand's Steel Truſſes, and J do imagine rhat the 


y are bet- 
ter adapted for the cure of Ruptures than any I have ſeen. | 


„ JOHN HUNTER, 


; 5 Surgeon,” 
Now in Jermyn-ftreet, 9 


Auguſt 24th, 1766. 


0 1 HEREBY certify, that after having recommended various ſorts 
| of Truſſes to my Patients, I can find none fo eaſy to the wearers, 
or ſo well adapted to the relief of their diſorder, as the Elaſtic Truſſes 
made by Mr. Brand, of Peter- Street, Weſtminſter. 
OY | 66 * H A 1. E. 8. 
| k FT: 8 Pg 
Parliament-Street, | TON” 
Auguſt 25th, 1766. 


« HUGH CRAWFORD, M. b. - 


. FN CE 
To Mr. ROB E R T BRAN D, Txuss-Ma * K * 
to his Majeſty's Royal Hoſpital at Green which: At his Houſe in 
St. Martin's-Lane, near Charing-Croſs, London. 
( now in Long-Acre.) 


1K, LE. 
th T H E generoſity and humanity with which you treated me, d 


| mand the moſt grateful acknowledgements, and nathing gives 
«© me more concern than to think that neceſſity ſhould oblige me to leave 
London without being able to pay you, as my friend was not in town, 
and the ſhip going away. Therefore I muſt intreat you to be patient 
«« for a ſhorttime, and you ſhall have no cauſe to complain. In the in- 
«« terim I fend you my Note for 21. 10s. payable in fix months after 
«« date, tho the ſum I owe you is only 21. 28. And as I fhall make a 
«« remittance by the return of the ſhip from South Carolina, to Mr. 
% Edward Upton, in Paternoſter- Row, I ſhall defire him at the ſame 
«« time to take up the Note. Permit me to aſſure you, Sir, that I ſhall 
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, «« ſpare no pains to recommend your Truſſes in South Carolina: And in 
1} 95 as mean time pleaſe to pay my compliments to your good ſpouſe and 
1 | | 
; * 1 5 «« I am, with the greateſt reſpect, 
„ «« Your much obliged humble Servant, 3 
© 238 TT HT FR TSS 
©: a BY July 3oth, 1767 8 | f 


Mr. Spencer was a gentleman of the clergy, and had a living in North 
it : | America, Being afificted with a very large Femoral Rupture, he ap- 
1 . Plied to ſeveral for relief without any ſucceſs; among whom was the in- 
genious Mr. Blackey, of the College of Surgeons at Paris, who applied a 
Truſs that was adapted for a Groin Rupture on his Femoral Rupture ; 
however, I made a proper Truſs for him, and applied it; which I had no 
ſooner done, and he finding that it would do its office, than he deſired me 
B to take it off, I aſked him why ? He ſaid becauſe he had not money 
1 ſufficient about him to pay for it, and that his friend was not in town, 
J told him I had no doubt of the money, for I believed him a gentleman. 
On which we parted; and I never jau, nor heard from him, till I 
received the letter inſerted. 
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*\ 


Hx faithfully remitted the money, and I received it. 
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ToM.ROBERTBRA N D, Long Acre. 


77 \ Short time fince, I defired my brother to call on you for an Elaſtic 


66 Steel Trufs, for a Patient I have here. During the time he has 
tc uſed it, has found the greateſt benefit. Have reaſon to think he will 
ce get a perfect cure, by perſevering in rhe uſe of it. This morning as 
« he was applying it as uſual, the part broke as you ſee, which beg you 
« to get mended, and fend to the bearer for conveyance to, | 
e 
«« Your moſt humble Servant, ny 
«WILLIAM ROBBINS. 

Axminſter, 


February 11, 1771. 


To Mr. BRAND, (No. 31,) Long Acre, London. 
Mr. BRAND, 
2. 0 + OY 1 | 
£« beg that you will let the bearer have one of your beſt new invented 
% Elaſtic Truſſes, for the Right Inguinal Hernia; and youll pleaſe to 
* tix it on well for him, for when he lays down it's eafily reduced. 
« you'll pleaſe to charge the loweſt, and will much oblige your 
| „ very humble Servant, 
« RICHARD TURNER, 
5 « Surgeon Major.“ 
Uxbridge, 1 
March 21, 1771. 


The perſon for whom the Trufs was defired, and who is a youth about 
fourteen, has had a Rupture thirteen years, for which he has wore a 
Truſs the greateſt part of that time without any ſucceſs, it being on his 
application to me a few days ago, much worſe than it had ever been, and 
_ notwithſtanding great ſums have been expended by his parents for his 
cure without effect; I have no doubt of producing a Letter from Mr. 
Turner of a radical cure being obtained, by means of my Truſs, by the 
next publication. 1 55 N 


! 


To Mr. B R AN D, Truſs-Maker, Long Acre. 
«« Should be extremely obliged to you if you would favour me with 
1 a line or two, letting me know whether I am to lye in my Truſs 
or not; I have not took the liberty of calling on you again, for I have 
« found it was owing to nothing but my breeches, I have got 


„them alter d now, and find it fits very eafy upon me, I have bathed it 
g | D 2 4 with 
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. 1 3 
ce with cold water conſtantly every morning and night ever fince, 1 
* hope to get the better of it ſoon, for it is a ſad thing to have to go 
% thro' life with, I hope. you will excuſe my troubling you with theſe 
lines, but buſmeſs hinders me from calling on you. FR 


«©. From 
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«« Your humble Servant, 
; « B, BO W L E 8, Junt. 


7 


N. B. Pleaſe to Direct to me 
At the Glaſs-Houſe, 8 
Vauxhall, March 2oth, 1771. 


AS IE» at des rs £4 a0 ER 


This letter is inſerted to prove the neceſſity there * of having whe | 
breeches of the afflicted with Ruptures, made much longer in the thighs, 
than they are commonly wore. 


Having received ſeveral letters containing the moſt illiberal abuſe, in 
conſequence of the publication of the preceding pages, ſome of which I 
have reaſon to ſuppoſe were writien by Counſellor Brand's SURGEON * 
of CHARACTER ; I think it neceſſary to declare, that I never intend- 
ed, nor indeed, could I form an idea, that the Treatiſe in queſtion 
ſhould give the ſmalleſt offence to any Gentleman of the Faculty. My 
ſole object was---the relief of my fellow-creatures, and the inſtruction 
of the ignorant in that which it is neceſſary they ſhould know. ——Be- 
ſides improving their practice, I have a right to the thanks of the Facul- 
ty, for pointing out the moſt efficacious cure of a Malady, from which 
they are by no means exempt—and which the moſt eminent of them had 


* * * Y7 A 
o 


* 7 no little trouble to remove. And J fincerely wiſh I could not ſay 
5 5 with truth, that numbers have, within theſe few years, loſt their lives, 
F * after having paid conſiderable ſums for pretended aſſiſtance, and in- 
#3682 effectual advice. It is intereſt, then, alone that prevents theſe cavillers 
"WF! ; 7 from doing juſtice to my performances, and which prompts them to cheat 
1 the afflicted with Ruptures, of aſſiſtance. F 

. 1 I 52 | | | | 33 
+04 73 Jam acquainted with Surgeons who have been many years in practice, 
i and who have aſſured me they never had an opportunity of reducing a 
3 15 ö | Rupture, or of applying a Truſs.— —A midwife, too, who has 
2 / 2143 been upwards of twenty years in practice, lately declared to me, that, 
B 301748 to her knowledge, ſhe never had delivered a woman that had a Rupture 
either in the Groin or Navel Vet have I applied Bandages on a va- 


riety of both. 


Notwithſtanding the true method of applying Truſſes, or reducing 
Ruptures, is a matter of the utmoſt importance in the treatement of that, 


* dee Page 23. 


mabady, 


, 
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malady, and in the higheſt degree conducive to the eaſe of the Patient, 
I am bold to ſay, that in all the treatiſes I have peruſed, both antient 
and modern (and they are not a few) I never met with any thing like an 
inſtruction to that purpoſe, Something curious, tho by no means ad- 
vantagous, may be collected from a book lately publiſhed. —The Author 

Mr. Arnaud, I think dignifies his name with, „Maſter of Arts and 
« Surgery, Member of theRoyal Academy of Surgeons at Paris, De- 
*© monſtrator in the School of St. Come, Surgeon for Ruptures of the 


cc Hoſpitals of Hotel Dieu, the Invalids and Inturables, of the City of 


«« Paris, and of all the military Hoſpitals in France.) A proceſs is 
there adviſed for making an ointment of a ſolution of Gold Pearls, to 
be uſed for aſſiſting the reduction of ſtrangulated Ruptures—— When 
this ingenious and moſt expenſive preparation is compleated, he calls it 
his Pomatum, it will probably be as, efficacious as the ſame quantity of 
clay, in the ſame manner applied to a Rupture. 


The late celebrated Dr. Monro, has been the means of introducing 
much quackery aud impoſition, by his whimfical notion of reducing 
ſtrangulated Ruptures, by an application of cold Claret, ——Let me, 
however, confeſs, that tho it would be difficult to produce a ſingle in- 
ſtance of bringing relief to the Patient, it may be truly ſaid to have had 
the defired effect with the ſupporters of this doctrine, — ſince many of 
them by laying in a proper quantity, ſaved themſelves the neceſſary 


charge of Wine, to drink that health to their Patients which they were 


unable to reſtore. 


I make no doubt but if my new invented Elaftic Truſſes had, had any 


of the compoſition of cold Claret in the materials they were compoſed of, 


every Surgeon in Europe would have had a particultr information from Dr. 
Monro, ſoon after they were invented. My-premifes I know will be 
denied in argument, by a fet of bad men with reſpect to the Clarct, for 
which it hashitherto been acquiſed with, is merely through ſuperfticiouſ- 


neſs, ſhould be contracted within ſome certain limits: or whether the 


ſubject ſhall be left at the mercy of thoſe diſpoſed to make innovations 
forwards, and to continue committing them on thbſe afflicted, and no- 
toriouſly under the direction of thoſe, whoſe only point is money, 
which, every man, among them, his conſcience tells him, what I have 


- 


ſaid, is abſolutely true, 


Some of the moſt eminent Surgeons and Phyſicians in this Kingdon, 
have been under my care in cafes of Ruptures ; and however ftrange it 
may ſeem, it is no leſs true that it has coſt me as much trouble to rm 
theſe gentlemen of the proper method of applying their Truſſes, as to 
3 the like inſtructions to perſons totally unacqua inted with Surgery. 
is J am authorized to ſay by the parties themſelves, who hold them- 
ſelves ready to vouch the ſame whenever it ſhall be neceſſary.And it can- 
not but afford a pleafing reflection, that while a ſet of bad men (many of 
whom do not know a right-ſided Truſs from a left) are ſuperciliouſly paſ- 
fing a contempt on what they do not underſtand. Gentlemen of true 
% | . knowledge 


8 $6) 
knowledge and honeſty, gratefully do juſtice to my endeavors, by a con · 
feſſion, which equally reflects credit on me, and honour to themſelves. 
But it will ceaſe to be a matter of wonder that there are perſons hardy 
enough to oppoſe that which carries with it the fulleſt conviction, when 
we reflect that the general uſe of Truſfes would almoft preclude their at- 
tendance on Ruptured Patients, and prevent them from making forty vi- 
ſits, where half a dozen would be more than neceſſary ; at the exorbitant 
charge of a Guinea each viſit, —I wiſh I could cloſe here with ſaying, the 
difordered are in many caſes, robbed of a few pounds, — but the fact is 
too notorious, that not only the loſs of money but often in a ſhort time 


pre-ceeds the loſs of life. 


I haped in the treatiſes hinted at, to haye found ſomething that would, 
at leaſt, have been capable of improvement in the true method of apply- 
ing Truſſes, and the reducing Ruptures : On the contrary, they contain 
merely long and anſatisfactory details of the manner in which the an- 
tient Surgeons commonly burnt the Ruptures of their Patients, and de- 
ſtroyed the fleſh of thoſe parts to the bone, with a view of avoiding the 
more neceſſary application of Truſſes. 


The pain attending the wearing of ſome Truſſes, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, has prevented many perſons from adhering to the moſt ſalutary 
method of cure; but ſuch neglect is often attended with the moſt dread- 
ful conſequences ; it being no uncommon thing to meet perſons in the 
ſtreet, whoſe guts partly falling into their breeches, exhibit a deplorable 
ard pitiable ſpectacle. EY 


And here it may not be improper to inform the reader of the encou- 
ragement J received from the Faculty on my arrival in London, which 
was in June, 1764. Mr. Ranby being the only gentleman of the pro- 
ſeſſion ] had the honour of knowing, I waited upon him; and by his 
deſire, afterwards attended the gentlemen” of St. George's Hoſpital. 
With the countenance of ſuch a gentleman as Mr. Ranby, whoſe name 
and letter to me at Aberdeen I had the liberty to uſe, I could not bus 
form the moſt pleaſing hopes of convmcing ſome of the firſt Surgeons in 
England of the merit and utility of my Truſſes. But I was diſap- 
pointed: I found, tho they were men of learning, they were not men 
of candor, Mr Bromfield ſaid, ** he believed they might do. Mr, 
Gataker ſaid, he could ſee nothing more in my Truffes than in any 
„% other.” However, while I was one day attending a perſon, then 
under the care of Mr. Hawkings, he informed me that he had long been 
an out-patient of that Hoſpital, and had Truſſes from every Truſs-maker 
in town, but that none of them would keep his Rupture up; and that 
ſmce he had been under Mr Hawkins's care, he had procured him a 
Truſs from a perſon in Bartholomew Cloſe, which would by no means 
keep up his Rupture, tho' he had been to the maker twenty times to have 
it altered, who told him his Rupture would never be well till he had it 
eut. I looked upon this as an opportunity, offered me by providence, 
ef at once doing 2 fervice to a fellow-creature, and bringing conviction 


of the.uſe of my Elaſtic Truſſes to thoſe who had ignorantly or inter- 


eftedly denied their merits. I brought the youth to my lodgings, and 


there applied a Truſs on him; my honeſt endexvours had the deſired 
effect; and in about three months, he obtained a compleat cure. 


Leaft any of my Readers ſhould doubt the truth of this relation, I de- 
fire to inform them that the-name of the above-mentioned youth is John 
Petterſt, whoſe uncle, of the ſame name, lives in Down-ftreet, near 
Hyde-Park Corner ; and 1 believe that ſomething relative to this affair 
will be found in the books of St. George's Hoſpital, from the beginning 
of April 1754, to the end of Auguſt in the fame year. -To this 
caſe I have only to add, that notwithſtanding this ample proof of the 


merits of my Truſs, I cannot charge Mr. Hawkings with recommend- 


ing a ſingle Patient to me, tho he has often confeſſed my Truffes were 
more efficatious than thoſe of any other perſon he had knowledge of. 


In Mr. Pott's treatiſe on Ruptures, ſecond Edition, Sec. I. Page 29, that 
gentleman ſays, The cure of a Rupture is either perfect called al ſo radical 
© or imperfect, which is called palliative. This diſtinction, which, he ſays, 
4 is juſt and true, and founded both on reaſon and experience, has fre- 
% quently been miſunderſtood by the generality of mankind, and has 
« therefore been the cauſe of much undeſerving cenſure on the pract i- 


«© tioners of Surgery.” He adds, „the truth is, that tho the events 


are extremely different, yet the chiurgical means which are made uſe 
«© of in either caſe are exactly the ſame, viz, the reduction of the pro- 

truded parts, and retention of them when ſo reduced by proper Ban- 
% dages. I wiſh Mr. Pott had given the addreſs of his proper 


Bandage-maker, as Dr. Smellie did of his proper Midwifery Inſtrument- 


maker. I could never find thoſe Bandages at the Su oEMAKER“S, nor at 
Mr. Reid'sthe RUFTURE-CURER's, who has his name diſtinguiſhed in 


the Cou t and City Regiſter for 197 1.—Convincedatleaſt of their politeneſs in 


thus dignifying a man who has little pretenſion to public favour, I had 
no doubt but that the compilers, or compilers directors had compliment- 
ed me with a fimilar appelation ;—but 1 was again miſtaken : I found 
(in Page 142) my deſert would procure me barely the title of plain 


TRuss-Mk ER. I with ſome of thoſe perfons whom this Ru r- 


TURE-CURER has aſſiſted, would perſuade me out of a notion that it 
is death which generally performs the cure for this worthy gentleman. 
I am aſſured that thoſe Truſſes ſaid to be of his making are too painful 
even for a horſe to wear. He prides himſelf, lam told, on emploving 
the ſame perſons who did bufmeſs for my Predeceſſor. | 
proof of the abſurdity of building on another's ſuppoſed reputation, 
when I was appointed Surgical operator to Greenwich Hoſpital, I could 
not find one in twenty of the ruptured men in that place, who coul 
wear the Truſſes made by my predeceſſor; and thofe who did wear them 
were ſo miſerably fretted and galled on their Hips and Loins, that they 
were obliged to attend the Surgeon every morning to have their Wounds 
dreſſed : So that by my appointment, I had the pleafure not only of re- 
lieving the diſeaſed men from the miſery they ſutfered by the iron Truſ- 
ſes before made uſe of, but prevented the Surgeons from being troubled 
- with the like complaints, and ſaved the expences of the houſe. 


Being 


As 4 


( 32 ) 
1: BK Being about tweny- eight years fince, afflicted with a Rupture, I cons 
3: I Yented to become a Patient to Meſſrs. Woodward and Hunt; and from 

3 | | Wn a ſtrict attention to their method, I am enabled to give the Reader ſome. 
Y idea of it. The firſt object then with them was, to examine the Patient 
3 with reſpect to his circumſtances. If he would part freely with his mo- 
ney ; they firſt applied a linen Bandage, and ſhortly after informed him, 
that was not ſufficient of itſelf to perform the cure, and that they muſt 
call in the aſſiſtance of proper Medicines, with which ney would furniſh 
him at one Guinea per Month. And in this way did they cajole me 
| out of Fourteen Guineas; and my Rupture was greatly the worſe at the 
| years end than when firſt I became their Patient. | 


| I Am here induced to relate a Story which cannot be contradicted, and 
| which will ſerve ſufficiently to expoſe the fallacy of trifling and vain 
| pretenders. A gentleman of ſeventy years of age, who has been afflict- 
| ed many years with a Rupture, and who has worn a Truſs of my mak- 
| ing for upwards of theſe five years, which rendered his Rupture, tho by 
no means curable, of little trouble to him, was very lately perſuaded to 
apply to Mr. Samuel Lee, our Surgeon General, for a complete Cure. 
He accordingly waited on that gentleman, to know if he would take his 
eaſe in hand, and what the expence would be. Mr. Lee told him he had 
|  Nnodoubt of effectinga a cure, even if he was eighty years old; and as hs 
| was only a Tradeſman, he believed he could do it for about thirty Guineas ; 
4 | but that the Patient muſt wait on him every morning. This, the gentleman 
1 | informed him, was a thing he could not do; and the Surgeon, therefore, 
conſented to call upon him. Next morning Mr. Lee dreſſed in a ſuit of 
black velvet, drove in his chariot to his Patient's. The tradeſman, re- 
flect ing that this appearance of grandeur was not kept up at a ſmall ex- 
pence, determined to make a ſure bargain, and accordingly told the Sur- 
geon,—** Sir, before we proceed to buſineſs, let me know exactly what 
<< the expence of this cure will be; and if no cure no pay,” 
« At this the Surgeon ftarted like a guilty thing,” and turning on his 
heel, whipp'd into his chariot, and drove home,—no doubt ſufficiently 
mortified at the diſappointment. I have only to remark, that if 
every afflited perſon would endeavour to make as certain a bargain as 
my Patient intended to do with the above-mentioned impudent aſſertor, 
He velvet ſuits of ſuch pettifoggers in genius would ſoon be ruſty, and 
their Chariots without a had | | | 


I am acquainted with many perſons of both ſexes who have been Pa- 
tientsto Mr, Lee, and they all agree that the following is his method of 
operation; Firſt, he applies a Bandage, as Woodward and Hunt uſed 
to do. Ihe Patient muſt then attend on him once a day for ſo many 

4 times as he ſhall appoint, and at theſe times he applies a bruſh dipt in 
| ſomething which he calls an Aſtringent. When he is tired ofbruſhing, 
e then applies a plaiſter, then he pronounces a conipleat cure; __ 
ſhould rhe Patient preſume to doubt, he is capable of behaving in 

the moſt inſolent manner, which he juſtities by the affront offered 
to his knowledge :——and ſhould their ſpirit on the . occaſion 

equi} bis ampudence (which is barely poſlible) he will 
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6330 
en go fo far. as to threaten a proſecution for defamation. To cor- 


roboraàte this fact, it is well known that, about ſeven ago, this 


Tame Mr. Lee obtained a verdict of eighty pounds from a Surgeon of emi- 
nence, and another of an hundered pounds from à Gentleman in the 
Tame profeſſion equally reſpectable, for a pretended defamation ; and 
has ſince been at the point of being pilloried for his mal- practices on his 
Ruptured Patients. | . Ws 

And now we are upon the topic of impoſition, I ſhall preſent the rea- 
der with a letter received ſince the laſt publication, and which bears its 


on comment, without the neceſſity to exhibit a ſcene of Dr. Monro's 


Flanning Truſs, compriſed with ftciking plaiſters, which Dr. Monro all - 
ways exhibited to his ſtudants in his Anatomical lectures on Ruptures; 
his abſurd notion of Flanning Truſſes, and plaifters ; he induſtrouſly im- 

bibed with all the elloquence of philoſophy, into all thoſe who had the 
honour of ſtudying that art under him. This truly abſurd notion has 


taken its riſe from thoſe practitioners of the preſent method for the cure Z 


of Ruptures. OY V | | 
To Mr. BR AN D, No. 31. Long-Acre, London. 
% 8 I. R, : 


* Þ Ycſterday read your Book, that you have lately wrote on Rup- 
„ tures, which was purchas'd for me at Mr. Bladon's, Pater-Nofter 
% Row, and which in my opinion (if nothing but matters of fact are 
s inſerted) very juſtly intitles you to the thanks of all men, in particu- 
* lar the afflicted, of which number 1 am ; and do therefore. moſt fm- 
7c cerely return you thanks. I have been afflicted with a Rupture (at 
_ for more than theſe twenty years paſt; and do really believe, 
that had I ever been furniſh'd with a proper Truſs (before now) I had 
been perfectly cure d; inftead of which, I have been ſo far from 
meeting with any aſſiſtance from the vain boafting of other people, 
that I never as yet could get a Truſs, in which there was either eaſe, 


ing to my own directions; and which is no more than double dimity, 
and goes round the waift, with a pad ſewed to it to keep the Rupture 
up, and on that a ſtrap, which comes under my left thigh, and faſtens 
to the dimity on the left fide, — My Rupture is on the right tide, 
but I tye it under the left thigh ; as by that means, the Penis prevents 
it from drawing out of its place: upon the whole Sir, I do.affure you 
that it is but of very little uſe to me, for. when I cough, or ſneeze 
much, or get a bad cold, I am ſure to have it come down, and 1 
% muſt confeſs that it is never kept in its proper place; ſo that J am 


think that if I had met with proper aſſiſtance, I ſhou d have been well. 


and am at preſent in a very low condition, and my Rupture much 
_** worſe, than when I was in perfect health, | 


E «« In 
| | 


or ſafety ; and have therefore, and do to this hour, labour under the 
diſagreeable neceſſity, of wearing one, (made by a Taylor) accord- 


often, eſpecially in hot weather obliged to go up ſtairs, and lay on 
my back, which when I do, it imediately returns, which makes me 


For four years together, I found it no trouble to me, notwithſtand- 
ing I was on horſeback every day; which I have left off for theſe 
two years paſt, ſince which, I have been inclinable to a conſumption, 


( 34 ) | 
e In your book you informed me, how you have been uſed ; pardon 
e me Sir, if I intrude on your patience (as à fellow ſufferer) to let you 
% know how I have been dealt with. After wearing a bandage made 
« by a woman in this town, which did not do; I was advis d to go to 
* one Nicholſon, in a court near the king's arms, Newgate-Street, 
* wholike a villain, (for he deſerve no other name) put me on Banda- 
«« ges that wrung me as bad as any poſt-chaiſe horſe is wrung by a 
% harneſs ; and to compleat the affair, put plaiſters on my Groin, that 
«« after I had worn a few hours, run, and ſtuck like bird-lime ; ſo that 
I was as far from receiving any benefit, for the money 1 paid, that I 
% wou'd not go through the pain and trouble again for fifty pounds. 
«© Within thefe two years, I was deſired by Dr. Sharp (who was on a 
«© viſit in the country, and who ſaw my Rupture) to apply to a man, 
« who lives in Bartholomew Cloſe, I accordingly took a journey to 
London, but muſt confeſs that I did not call on Dr. Sharp; as upon 
% examining the Truſſes, and talking with the man (whoſe name I 
«« really forget) there did not appear to me, a rational probability, of 
their being of any ſervice to me; for in the firſt place, I convinced 
«© him before his face, that his Truſs wou'd not keep up my Rupture, 
% and in the next place that if it did, it was ſo cumberſome I never 
* could conſent to wear it. From thence I went to a ſhop in Fleet- 
Street, but did not meet with the leaſt encouragement : I never heard 
any thing of you Sir, till reading of you in the papers, I with I had, 
I wou d have call d on you when in London, and defign if pleaſe God 
I live, to come if it is only to ſee your Truſſes, and fpend an hour 
% with you; 1 am no Surgeon Sir, but providence has bleſt me, with 
%a common ſhare of underſtanding, and has taught me that health, is 
« the greateſt bleſſing of life; and although I am only a tradeſman, I 
„% would willingly be at any neceffary expence, that might be the means 
« of getting me well of my Rupture, I will fee your 'Truſſes, and have 
% one or two made me, and ſhall be glad Sir, if youll be ſo obliging 
4 as to inform me, of the price of them, and whether there is an abſo- 
«<< lute neceſſity of my coming to you; and if a perſon can ride eaſy, 
% and whether they are to be taken off every night, as my Rupture is 
, eafily return d, hope there is no occaſion for a very thick pad, as I 
have ſeen ſome, that I ſhou d ſuppoſe muſt be in great danger, from 
* running againſt things. I beg pardon for taking up fo much of your 
„ time, and ſhall be very glad to hear from you, and do you any ſer- 
4 vice in my power. 858 | 
| „ IAm SIR, Your moſt | 
„ Obedient humble Servant, 
« GEORGE REYNOLDS.” 


% P. S. Nicholls told me the cure depended principally on the 
< plaiſter, but found (when too late) that he was only a pretender. 
% ſerved my time in Fenchurch-Street London; during which I was 
often troubled with my Rupture: which acquainting my friends with, 
„ they got me a letter of recommendation to one of the king's Surgeons, 

„ who then lived in Saliſbury Court, and who as a gentleman and a 
« friend, adviſed me to have nothing to do with any quack, nor take 
© any medicine whatever, unleſs 1 was remarkably coſtive; but only 
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ce to waſh the parts wich cold water, and get a proper Bandage: the | 


* latter of which 1 have ſought for, but could not attain. 
i Feverſham; * | | 
March 21ſt, 1771. 


1 make no doubt of receiving many more letters of compliment from 


gentlemen who have been dup'd out of their money, and health; whichmy 
readers may aſſure themſelves ſhall be laid before them, being fully 


perſuaded that I cannot do a more effential ſervice to the world, than by | 


ſhewing ignorance and knavery in their proper colours. | 

The ; 71 je of Mr. Reid's name of Rupturer Curer, fortune ſeems 
ſtil to preſide over; how remarkable it is, the genius of that name has fo 
much inſpired other Surgeons; I ſpeak of it not as matter of reproach, 


but as ſomething peculiar to the name of Rupturer-curer, To the character 
be it ſpoken, they have not as yet formed a ſuitable improvement which 


has not been fatal to the obſection of it, nor adapted any operation for 
that, malady to which one way or other they have done miſchief. Their 
attachment to the name of Rupture Curer, is infamgiy, while it laſts; for 
which ever way it turns, leaves ruin and diſgra® behind it. The de- 


lucled Surgeon and Man-midwife, 1 the other day boldly promiſed to 


Mr. Townſend, Breeches-maker 


laſt fal a victim to miſery and ſhame. Thus it happen'd with Nichol- 
fon, the Rupturer-Curer ; he cut his own throat: Woodward died ra- 
ving mad: nay even the moſt eminent Rupture Curers left this world 
ſill, more ſtrange ; which is BowLES, School-maſter to poor Sir 


Thomas Ranzon, who as it is poſitively aſſerted, was carried off by the 
Devil in a Whirl wind. However to proceed, I hardly know which of 
the Rupture Curers we ought moſt to lamem, the unhappy man who 
ſin ks under the ſhame of their diſhonour, or they wha ſurvlve it. Thus 


characters fo finiſhed, are placed beyond the reach of panegric: Death 
has fixed his ſeal on Mr. Townſend, the Breeches-maker of Snow-Hill ; 
and Mr. Reid, the Rupture-Curer has ſet his mark upon the operator, 
as a Surgeon of the greateſt importance in the cure of Ruptures. Of 
ſuch pretenders, ' we hear and ſee many inftances of, which leaves no 
room for ſurpriſe at their too frequent unſucceſs. b 

Here I ſhall give you a reſemblance where the name of Rupture-Curer 
is the ſame perſon, as both actor and finger to illuſtrate their doctrine; 
for example; when that noxious thing, call;d x Rupture Curer (a plant 
unknown) approaches with a Scalpal or Biſtery in his hand, for opera- 


tion, he never fails to bring plagues and peſtilence with him, to convoy 


thoſe ſo afflicted, out of this world: by the ſame means, our ſympathy. 


for them may be raiſed for our own good, It is eaſy for us to ſee by the 

accounts of Hir rOCRAT Es, that it is more than two thouſand years 

fince Ryptures were firſt treated on; and that way our Rupture-Curers 

ſeem to adopt: much like Counſellor Brands Surgeon of Character, anti 

his grand diſcovery of the Congenial Hernia, My doctrine — 
is E 2 | 


Snow-Hill, that he would cure his 
upture. ; ſo this famous Surgeon Uid, for in four days after he had per- 
formed the operation with the knife; Mr. Townſend died. This is al- 
ways the caſe t& thoſe, who yields to ſuch a profligate operati- 
on, as well as the diſgrace to thoſe inexperience'd Surgeons, who not 
only forfeit their reputation, but expreſs, their ignorance in the cure of 
Ryptures : they will find themſelves abandon'd and diſhonour'd, and at 


” 4 


FF \ >» Þ | | 
Mr. Reid the Rupture Curer's perſecution of me, the ſervices this perſe- 
cution have done to thoſe afflicted with Ruptures, is not their integrity | 
in the diſcovery of Ruptures ; thoſe now in office ſhews a new zeal in 
ſupport of the antient barberous treatment, endeavours in ſupport of Mr. 
Reid Surgeon's nomination of Rupture Curer, which theirtalents have de- 
ſervedly gained to the ſignature of this; draws from me a reply which 1 
diſdain to give, to the anonymous lies of him who makes frequent uſe of 
the words: I can cure a Rupture.” I only call myſelf a man, and 
defire no other diſtinCtion. | 

Mr. Reid, If you are a Rupture Curer, you are either bound to make 
good your charge in your office, at Chelſea Hoſpital, or confeſs youhave _ 
done me a hafty injuſtice ; and upon no kind of authority. I hope you 
put this matter to a fair iſſue, and ſay you have abſolutely cured 
all the Pentioners of Chelſea Hoſpital, of their Ruptures ; 2 
if you do not, all the world, will, with the utmoſt ee e- 
ſpiſe your pompious name of Rupture-Curer. I have ever ſhewn myſelf, 

and am ſtill ready, in a rationable manner, to riſque all I have, that 
ou are no better a e Curer, than the meaneſt of our Truſs-makers, 
et your pretentions be what they will. Notwithſtanding the Engliſh 
Dionis, in his aim, to place a Surge upon an equality with a God; 
admitting, he ſays its etimology, and derives its name from the two - 
Greek words, Kx1R', which fignifies a hand; and Ex60N, imports 
operator to him, who operates on Human Bodies; has as he ſays, the 
nobleſt of beings. I am bound to refute what he advances in their equal- 
lity; he places them with his God; but I here advance, that he has as 
yet left his Gods of (Rupture Doctors) as ignorant and blind, as ſome of 
our 'Truſs-makers are to this day, his Gods which has prevented to the 
utmoſt of their power, from making any improvement on Trulla, to 
their everlaſting ſhame and ſignal fidelity, to their approv d good 
maſter. The late celebrated Dr. Monro has been faithfilly recorded, 
nor has his own virtues, in his diſcovery of the cold Claret, been intirely 
neglected, being handed along by Mr. Pott's. Theſe letters, Mr. Rupture 
Curers, are read in other countries, and 'in other languages : and I 
may affirm, without vanity that the character of the beſt of our Rupture 
Curers, is by this time, not only 1 known to the Faculty, but 
tolerably well underſtood by the reſt of Europe. In this reſpect alone, 
I bave the advantage, of not being the ſcoff or derifion of your brethren 
1 at M. and Maftrick, or in Brabant. Thus our Rupture Curers plan 
of diſcoveries, I think is too narrow ; they ſeem to manufacture their 
verſes for the ſole uſe of thoſe heroes, who ſuggeft always unlawful 
means, which is ſuppoſed to be the ſubje& of them; and that the Rupture 
Curers meanings may not be unlawfully exported in foreign bottoms, 
ſets all tranſlations at defiance. - Our Rupturer Curer, Mr. Reid's a 
pointment to Chelſea Hoſpital, was announced to the public by the 
aminous return of the Court and City Regiſter to this country, his 
appearance in office is mark d with Mr. Ranby s election to the Rupture 
Curerſhip ; and whatſcever meaſyres they are concerned in, they are not 
only diſappointed of ſucceſs, but always contrive to make Mr. Reid as 
contempteble in his own eyes; as alſo ridiculous to the reſt of the world: 
in making all due allowance for the effects of their diſcoveries 1 
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eold Claret, and their emoluments, with a ſolution of Gold and _ 5 
and their bruſhes and Aſtringents, and alſo the declared interpoſition of p 
Mr. Pott's activity in his diſcovery of the Congenial Hernia, without 
the leaft invention of Truſſes, the more ſalutary f̃equſite for that malady, © 
And Mr. Reids activity in proſecuting me before Lord Mansfield, as F 
likewife Mr Ranby's new zeal, in his ſupport with private letters, : | 


concerning the Rupture of his grandſon ; which neither of them have 
ſx ill or genius ſufficient to cure the ſaid Rupture. To account for their 

_ committing this blunder, the reader muſt be referred to Mr. 
Ranby's well fitted Truſs, in his Treatiſe, the ſecond Edition on 
Gun-ſhot Wounds We ſtill want the genius and ſupport of all the 
Faculty, to account for the honoary degree conferred on Mr. Reid as 
Rupture Curer ; to the conducq of the pompous order of Rupture Curers, 
I will not bear hard upon their faithful friends, and enufſarics, Dr. 
Monro, and Mr. Arnud ; for they muſt well know the difficulty of ſuch a 
fituation, of aſſuming that name, or if they either conferred it at the 
college or ſociety at Edinburgh, or the panegyrical academy at Paris. 
There is a proverb concerning perſons in the predicament of theſe 
gentlemen, which cannot however be ſtrictly applied to them, which is, — 

they commence dupes, and turn out knaves: now their celebrated phi- | 
loſopher Dr. Monro, whoſe character is ſtrictly uniform with a variety F 
of our Rupture Curers, which contributes to the unity of their actions 
and alſo prevents their hard labor at the forge and vice, ” where ſteel is 
hard and turbulant, and would bliſter their white fingers, = 


A. The true Method to Meafure a Patient for a Tx USG. 


| 
When a Surgeon meaſures a Patient for a Truſs, he is to take it round = | 
very cloſe to the juncture of the thigh-bone to the Os Ilium, which is the | = 
proper place for the Truſs to be wore ; then ſending the number of in- —_ { 
ches that the meaſure contains, to the Trufs-maker, he never can make | — 
an error; but he muſt too, be informed on which fide the Rupture is; 1 
whether it is double, or whether it is only in the Groin, or in both \,  —_— 
Groins, fo as to deſcend as low on both fides as the Teſticles is in the 4, 
Sci otum; that is to ſay, on the right or left fide of the Scrotum, or on | | _ 
both fides of it, or if the Rupture — makes its appearance in the right 1 | 
or left Groin only, or on both Groin above the Os Pubus, or if the | 15 
Rupture falls ſo low as the Tekicles on both ſides. 


1 have been ſomewhat particular with the above, which I thi k is - 
very needful, as our great philoſopber, Dr. Monro, in all his life never „ 8 
thought of ſo eſſential an obſervation ; except that day he wrote the re- 1 


| | E of my new invented Truſs to the ſociety of Arts at Edinburgh; 
His example commands, but I cannot deſcend to an altercation with him; 
in his report, he condemns all the merits of my Truſs; as he fays, - | 
« each perſon ought to have his meaſure taken in the moſt accurate man- * 
% ner.” But ſince I have attack d the character of this blind philoſopher | 
und his ſucceſſors ; they complain of injuſtice, * em 
ome 


. * | 
: 
n 


("36 3 


dome right of an explanation, as they deſy me to prove that they are al- 
moſt totally Ignorant of applying Truſſes, or reducing of Ruptures. In 
the firſt place, it is very difficult to find inſtructions for Surgeons, in 


all their writings, from the earlieſt of them, even to Mr. Pott's Treatiſe 
on Ruptures; for all he ſpeaks of there, as inſtructions, is, the preſſure af 


the hand without ever mentioning in what manner it ſhould be applied: 
this learned philoſopher ought to have-wrote the ſubſtance, und not the 
» ſhadow, of the proper method of treating Ruptures ; as it would have 


ſav'd them in defence of that cauſe, without being detected and brought 
to ſhame. I do not pretend to diſcover to the public, more of thoſe phi- 
loſophers ignorance, or know more of their conduct, than they them 
ſelves thought proper to communicate, by their letters and Treatiſes on 
Ruptures ; which, without my ſaying any further of them, are ſufficient 


_ Proofs of theiv ſtupidity and inexperience in that caſe, Whatever new- 


formed words they are pleaſed to make uſe of. (which/cannot ſerve any 
other purpoſe, but to divert the public) before I ſay further of theſe pre - 
tenders, I beg leave to offer a letter as follows, which is from a gentle- 
man whom J am perſuaded, ftudied Surgery under theſe two eminent 
Men; therefore, whatever blunders and miftakes therein is, may juſtly 
be ſaid to be owing to their inability, or, the leaſt excuſe they can find, 
muſt be careleſſneſs for not inſtructing Mr. Knowles better; therefore 1 


think Mr. Knowles is in duty bound, both for himſelf and the good 
_ of the public, to expoſe ſuch weak profeſſors, as it may be the means of 


ſaving many good ſubjects, and perhaps a ſovereign too. 


To Mr. BRAND, (No. 31.) Long-Aere, London. 


r | | | 
c@ Beg you will ſend me by the firſt veſſel that ſails ſrom London tq. 


« | Inverneſs, a Truſs of the beſt kind; and let it be directed for me 
«at Mr. Shaw's, Bayly, in Invernels, 1 | > 
« You will alſo be kind enough to ſend the Book you publiſhed, 
„ concerning Hernia, and the method of cure: and I ſhall be obliged to 
«« you for any other hints upon a ſubject you are ſuppoſed to underſtand 


« more of, than other people. 1 
am Sir, | 
1 « Your humble Servant, 
« RICHARD KNOWLES, 
BZBurgeon to the fourth Regiment of Foot. 1 
I believe the Ship-Mafter will pay for theſe things ; if he does not 
* chuſe to do ſo, 1 will ſend you a bill upon the Agent of the regiment, 
© Fort William, | een it 
June the 8th, 1777, 
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„ hs © 
No Philoſopher, where is the man among your tribe, an) thing 11 
like a Rupture Curer ? you plainly fee, the author of the foregoing let- | 
ter, has not ſo much as informed me whether his Patients Rupture is in © 
his right Groin, or in his left; or have ſaid whether a man or child, or |. ©... __ 
have even obſerved his profeſſors rule of meaſuring in the moſt accurate | 
manner. I am alſo'indined to think that our great Orators in 5 
their lectures to the public, ever think it neceſſary to inſtrut them in : * i 
either the art of reducing Ruptures, or taking meaſure for Fruſſes: but | We 
their chief inſtructions to their pupils are to make frequent viſits, and 
take their fee. | e * 


* . 


—_ 


A labour ſtill more important remains, and fince the moſt ingen ĩous men 
hitherto, have not by the help of HIFORATEsS, nor Prior Cabrier's, 
done any conſiderable ſervice (to the afflicted with Ruptures) in the prac- 
tice of Surgery, nay for the moſt part, have miſled Surgeons from the 
proper ſtudy of the treatments and cure of the difeaſe, to an idle turn of * | 
reaſoning and a certain ſtile which has very much diſcredited the art, 

amongſt. men of common ſenſe, whoſe hearts is only advantageouſly 

? ſituated near the middle, without any other knowledge ofwhat they call 

| philoſophy, which hitherto has been incomparably ftrenger amongſt that 4 
order, than among animals without reaſon. The author of our common 

ſenſes, attentive to our wants, has provided a paſſage to the heart, that 
never can be obſtructed by ſuch philoſophers, while the fight of common | 
ſenſe remains; and is an eaſy add 156d a feaſt for laughter at the philoſo- * 
phy of Dr. Monro's cold Claret, for the reduction of a ſtrangulated 

upture. 2 E | 


As J have inferted Mr. Knowles's foregoing letter, I think it will be | 
neceſſary likewiſe to give you my anſwer, which ſerves not only to aſk * 
him the needful queſtions, of the proper directions of meaſures, &c. but 
alſo give me a better opportunity of laying before you his ſecond letter 

on the ſame buſineſs, a reply to mine. 


To Mr. RICHARD KNOWLES, Sunxozon To the = 
Fourth Regiment of Foot ; at Mr. Shaw's, Bayly, in Inverneſs. . 
81, : C | 
1 This day received yours, and as you have neither informed me of 
1 the meaſure of your Patient, or which fide the Rupture is on, or 
if double, which is neceſſary Iſhould know; you'll alſo pleaſe to ob- 
. Terve the following directions on meaſuring. Take it round very 
cloſe to the juncture of the thigh-bone to the Os Ilium; then ſend- 


ing the number of inches the meaſure contains to me, on * of 1 
| | | whic] 


_— 


{ 4 
| which 1 ſhall by the firft opportmity convey to you the Trufs, and 
<= >: 5 book, and whatreccipts _ is neceſſary. _ 
Yours, &c. 
ROBERT BRAND. 


Is 
3 "= 


London, 
June 18th, 1771. 


To Mr. BRAND, at (No. 31.) Long-Acre, London. 
HRE E feet, and three 7 5 of an inch is the exact mea - 
% iſiure you deſire for the Truſs, which is to be for the left fide. 

oy ty gentleman it is for, Fig i may be as neatly finiſhed as poſ- 


6 fible'; and that whatever directions you think r or convenient 
«< mny be ſent with it. 


c«« Direct it for me, at Mr. Shaw's, Bayly, in Inverneſs. You may 
« inform me by the poſt, of your having * d the Truſs, &c. 
Direct your letter immediately to me. 
% J am Sir, 
« Your bumble Servant, 
| na « RICHARD KNOWLES. 


The following is a letter from another correſpeondnt, who is not 2 
Surgeon, At the ſame time he regulates his caſe, as will appear by 
and by, 
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To Me. ROBERT BRAND, at No. 31. Long-acre, London. 


SIR. 


ave read your pamphlet concerning the treatment of Ruptures, and 

« [a eſteem it a favour, if you will give me your advice in regard to 

the treatment of one towards obtaining a cure. You may form 
«©. the beſt idea you can of it, from the following circumſtances. 


« About five or ſix years ago, I had frequent pains in my bowels, of 
ce the left ſide, with a ſwelling on the Groin, about the fize of half an 
«« egg, accompanied with an accute pain, ſometimes for an hour or 
*< two at a time, and ſometimes longer. A Surgeon told me it was a 


* — of the ſpermatic chord, It became more painful till it 
46 got 
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te pot down into the Scrotum, about the ſize of one Tefticle at firſt, and 
« continued growing larger till about the fize of a large egg; when 
„ taking a Bo ſalts, it redue'd itſelf when I lay down,——— ther 
« applied to a Surgeon, who got a fteel Truſs for me, which I have 
«© conſtantly worn for more than a year, but cannot ſay tis much, if 


any better than it was, when the Truſs was firſt applied. g 


« I bath'd laſt ſummer, and continued it about three or four times a 
«« Werk, in the mornings, till about the middle of November; which 
4 thought did me ſome ſervice. | 

The Truſs I have does not fit the part ſo well as it ought, though [ 
ce have had it altered ſeveral times. Something came down into the 
«« Scrotum, which I am told, is part of the Cal, and ſometimes a 
„ {mall bowel; owing I think to the ſpring not being ſtrong enough. 
% Therefore, if you think one of your 'Truftes will be of more ſervice, 
I ſhall be glad if you will ſend me one by Hall and Da ſun's waggon, 
from the George in Smithfield, which comes from thence every Mon- 
« day. The meaſure of my body round the part you direct, is twenty- 
*©© one inches and half; and for the right fide. Will take care to remit 
vou the money, the firſt opportunity, il ſhall be glad to have 
your opinion, as ſoon as you conveniently can, by the poſt; whether 


C0 


« bathing the whole body, or bathing the part, will be of moſt ſer- 


Vier. . | 
| © am Sir, | 82 
„ Reſpectfully yours, Kc. | 
« WILLIAM BROMEHEAD, 
Mansfield, | 


| June 26th, 1771. 


The reader is to obſerve, the author of the above letter. has demon- 
ſtrated his cafe to me, in a very plain, and exprefitve manner; fo plain 
that it would have been impoſſible for me or the Patient, to have com- 
mitted an error; if there had nat been a Rupture Doctor with his finger: 


in this cafe, which the following letter will plainly diſcover to the 


Reader, their ignorance in the tredting of Rupturcs. 


+> 


To Mr. ROBERT BR A ND, at No. 31. Long-Acre, London: 
28 1. K i 8 . 

* I Received the Truſs you ſent, but found it too ſmall; and made 

Ou for the contrary ſide that I wanted it for: the reaſon of the miſ- 

© take in the ſize, and wrong ſide, was owing to my doctor meaſuring 


only fot the (pring patt, and he inſiſted it thoulZ Se for the right fide, 
| N « AH 
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C44) 
66 am ſurprized to find you charge two Guineas a piece for them; 
«© when in the ſixteenth page of your Treatiſe, you ſay, „ Fourthly, 
I can afford to fell the abovmentioned Truffes at as low a price, as 
the other Truſs-makers ſell their iron Truſſes. Therefore cannot 
*« help thinking you have made a nũſtake in the price; neither would I 
give two Guineas for one, unleſs I was ſure cf its anſwering the pur- 
% poſe intended it for; having nothing but what I work for: there- 
«« fore, fhall try this I have a little longer, till I come to London, 
which will probably be next ſpring. 
« AmSir, 
« Your obliged Servant, 
| « WILLIAM BROMEHEAD, 
Mansfield, 9 1 
July 24th, 1771. 


The foregoing letters being ſeen, ſucceſively in different directions, 
takes on at each ſtep a new figure of ignorance, of the philoſophers of 
Anatomy, in that which they ought to know ; thoſe profeflors amuſe 
their pupils, with building caſtles in the air. The reader will not pro- 
bably be diſpleaſed when I tell him, this branch is illuſtrated by the au- 
thors of the forementioned letters, which plainly appears, in what a 
MA E of ignorance thoſe profeſſors, leads our Rupture Docter into, 
by their wild inſtructions, when they ought, and ſhould be acquainted 
with every true method in the reduction of Ruptures, and applying 
Truſſes. . To ittuſtrate this doctrine. examples are neceſſary ; and 


ſhall begin as follows. 

Young woman a few months ago applied to me for my advice, 

concerning a Rupture ſhe had on her right Groin; I inform'd her 
a Truſs was the only relief ſhe could have. The girl told the lady, (her 
miſtreſo) what I had ſaid ; on which the humane, and generous lady, made 
her a.preſent of the money to purchaſe a Truſs, which Truſs I applied: 
however the young woman had orders from her miſtreſs to call on her 
Surgeon and Man-midwite for his approbation thereon ; which - ſhe ac- 
eordingly did. This Surgeon took off the Truſs and examin'd it, and 
approved of it much, but at the ſame time inform'd her, the Truſs was by 
no means ſufficient of itſelf, without the affiſtance of his Rupture plaiſter 
to compleat the cure : accordingly his plaiſter was applied, which was 
of yellow ointment, ſuch as is Saw." > uſed for old ſores. He then 
applied the pad of rhe Truſs thereon, and inform'd her, he had no doubt 


but ſhe would have a ſpeedy cure. However in a ſhort time after, the 


young woman left this Surgeon, the Truſs became very troubleſome ; ſo 
that ſhe on her return called on me, to inform me the Truſs was fo uneaſy 
ſhe could not bear it; on which I examin'd it, and found the pad of the 
Truſs in the left Groin, and a large quantity of flax beneath the pad, 


and the greafineſs of the plaiſter running down her thigh to her garter: 


at ſo glaring a proof of ignorance I could not help curling the judgment 
of the Surgeon, and aſter wiping the greaſe off, J applied the Truſs on 
the right Groin, where the Rupture was, and in a month the young 
woman Was cated, | 8 


5 8 
On the thirty-firſt day of July, 17% 1. Rachael Levie had a Rupture 
In her left Groin, was recommended to nie as an object worthy of 
charity by Mr. William Brooks Church-Warden, and Ralph Foſter, 
Daniel Morgan, Overſeers of the Pariſh of St. James's, Dukes Place. 
The ſaid Rachael Levi had applied for advice before ſhe came to me, to 
one of our moſt eminent Surgeon's of the City ; who was ſo charitable 
as to give her ſuch a plaiſter, as Nicholſon generally applies : which I 
can aſſure the reader, I had the greateſt difficulty to clear her Groin of 
that diſtrutive remedy ſo frequently made uſe of, by thoſe Rupare 


Curers. - This muſt convince the world thoſe operators 


are not only deficient in thetr Heads, but their Hearts are no 


leſs void of ſenſibility or humanity ; otherwiſe they never would lay 


themſclves ſo open to the world, for ridicule on their judgment, iu re- 
gard to Ruptures. Theſe two above circumſtances reminds me ſo ſtrong- 
ly of the unfortuate Mr. Townſend of Snow Hill, whom J have before 
mentioned, that I can't help relating to you every paſſage of his cure 
from his firſt application to me, which is as follows. 

A gentleman and neighbour to Mr. Townſend, had a troubleſome and: 
dangerous Rupture, who ſent for me to his aſſiſtance. I attended this 
gentleman, and on examining his Rupture, I apprehended there was a 
portion of water, in the compoſition of the tumour ; I deſired that Mr. 
Hunter ſhould be immediately conſulted: therein, which he was; and in 
four days the Patient was relived of the tormenting Pains occaſioned by 
his Rupture. Mr. Townſend being acquainted with this gentleman, 
was informed by him, I had been of g 
time after, Mr. Townſend called at my houſe, and defired to ſee my 
Truſſes; at which time, aſkęd me, if I would take his caſe in hand, fo 
as to make a compleat cure of his Rupture. I told him that I could not 
promiſe. but I could fit him with a Truſs, which would keep his Rup- 
ture in its natural ſituation, ſo as to make him eaſy and prevent its be- 
ing troubleſome to him. But this would by no-means ſatisfy him, ex- 
cept my promiling a compleat cure as before mentioned. I then told 
him that was more than I or any man could promiſe to perform, But 
he ſtill perſiſted, there was ways and means to make a perfect cure of 
his Rupture ; for he had heard that Surgeons had ſeverai times, cured 
much worſe Ruptures than his, by medicines ; or by making a ſmall 
inciſion with a knife on the Rupture. I then informed him, no man of 
character would make ſuch promiſes, or perform ſuch operation: on 
which we parted, and he was to conſider further of the matter, but ſaid 
if he could not get a Surgeon to take his caſe in hand, with a full pro- 
miſe of a cure, he would return to me and have a Truſs. But in his 
way home he met a Surgeon, who promiſed him a perfect cure; and 
accordingly went under the operation, and in four days after,, Mr. 
Townſend died. On which this Surgeon to cover his ſhame, inſinuated 


to his friends and neighbours, that he died of a Putrid Feverr. This. 


practice amongſt theſe philoſophers of Rupture Curers, merits illuſtrati- 


on, and calls to my mind, another incident, of thoſe infidious practiti- 


QNCTS, . 


2 Some 


reat ſervice to him, and in a ſhort 


a 

Some ſhort time ſince, Mr. Hunter ſent for me, and on my arrival 
at his houſe, he deſired I would go with him to fee a ladies maid, tha 
had a Rupture ? which I readily agreed to, and went together. The Pa- 
tient ſhew me a Truſs, which a docter had purchaſed for her in the City; 
this Truis, was neither adapted for the right or left Groin, or any other 
property belonging to it ; which I convinced . Mr, Hunter of, which 
the Patient confirmed, and alſo informed me, that this ſame Rupture 
Docter, when her Rupture firſt deſcended, he was employed by her to 
reduce it. in order ſc to do, this Docter laid her on a bed, upwards of 
two hours, during which time he attempted to reduce it; not forgett- 
ing at cach time, to obſerve to her, he was afraid his labour would be 
ineffectual; for he believed her Rupture never could be reduced. The 
lady, her miſtreſs, underſtanding ſhe was in great agony and pain, in- 
ſiſted that Mr. Hunter. ſhould be called in, and accordingly he was; 
who in five minutes reduced her Rupture. This was authenticated to 
me, by the Patient herſelf. 8 | 

I alfo further remark, what Dio Es tells us, (in Page 87.) of a 
more dextrous Rupture Curer then he, I have been laſt ſpeaking of; 
who attempted in vain, to reduce a Rupture. It ſeems but fair, to give 
the paſſage which the Rupture Docters of taſte, would rather diſavow. 
DroNnEs ſays, © The Itinerant operaters, are dextrous in the ſepera- 
« ting of theſe organs, without the ſpectators ever perceiving it., 
They make the Ligature of the veſſels before they draw the Teſticle 
out of the Scrotum; and with their little finger, run below the veſſels 
* whica they have cut: they force it out and hide it in their hand, in order 
«« toſlipitintothetr pockets unſeen, We have known one of theſeoperators 
vo fed his dog with nothing but Tefticles ; that animal always being 
<* under the bed, or under the table, near his M-ſter, waiting for the de- 
licious morſe}, with which he was regaled, immediately after its ex- 
„ tirpation, unknown to the ſpectators, who would have ſworn that 
«« the Patient had all his parts. | 


«© He allo ſays, the Teſticles are parts neceſſary to man, that heought 
not to bedeprived of them on any other account, than the moſt x.” A 
«« necelfity, Wherefore, we condemn thoſe ſort of operations, as con- 
*« trary to both human and divine laws ; they would yet indeed be more 
« excuſably performed, on a Monk or Prieſt, which would prefer be- 
ing cured of an Hernia to his Teſticles, which ought to be of little 
% uſe to him; and he would thence draw two advantages: firſt, that 
5 theſe Organs would no longer torment him, fecondly, the being 
* cured of a greivous diftemper,” 


Amongſt our Rupture philoſophers, its rare to find one of them with 
ſuch delicacy of feeling, as to need no inſtruction; and it is equally 
rare to find one capable of no improvement, and very properly uſed for 
one's ſelf, of this laſt : therefore, it ſeems but reatonable to give an 
example. A correſpondent, who would do honour to the greateſt phi- 
Joſopher, amongſt the order pt the ' Rupture Curers, addreſſes me 
thus 
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To Mr. ROBERT BRA N.D, The Honeſt Trufs- | 
Maker, No. 31. Long-Acre. London, 


S I R, | 
A BOUT ten years ago, a ſmall Rupture made its appearance, 
which continued for ſome time before I knew what it was; but 
obſerving that it increaſed to the ſiae of a pigeon 's egg. I ſuſpected it 
to be a Rupture ; and as neceſſity is the mother of invention, I con- 
trived a Bandage for my ſelf, which anſwered the purpoſe pretty 
well. But upon ſeeing an advertiſement of Woodward's, I fent to a 


friend, to procure one of his Truſſes; when it arrived, I found it 
varied but little from my own. However, I wore his for ſome time, 


but it was very aptto gall, and was more troublefome in other re- 
ſpects. I ſoon after met with Dr. Blackey's ; this I thought much 


better, but the ſpring ſoon ſnapp'd as ſhort as glaſs, which obliged 


to uſe my old one agqin. But 1 then fortunately met with your ad- 
vertiſement from Peter Street; and ſoon found myſelf happy in the 
uſe of your moſ excellent Truſs. | 


6. This firſt Truſs was a little out of repair in the year. 1767, which 


you kindly mended for me, gratis, and I then ordered another, that 


I might have one alwavs in ſtore, for fear of accidents. The ſpring 
of this ſecond 'Fruſs, is ſtronger, and full four inches longer, and 
ſits rather eaſier than the firſt, and fits exactly: this I have almoſt 


conſtantly wore ever finc2, tho the ſprings of both are very good, 


and the Rupture has never increaſed. This now wants a little repair 
with a new cover to the cuſhion, which you will be ſo kind as to 
order, and the bearer will call for it, and pay for it. 

« have juſt now got your very ſenſible Treatiſe upon this ſub- 
jest, and ſhall carefully obſerve vour directions. I am growing an 
old man, above ſeventy; and live at a great diſtance from London, 
where J have not been for many years ; but if I thould ever come to 
town again, my thanks and gratitude will of courſe lead me to ac- 
nowledge in perſon, the obligation your Trufs has, and docs afford 
| 


«« Your much obliged and 
« Very humble Servant, 
| +. 
Warwick, 


Auguſt, gth, 171. 


The example being ſeen, I warmly eſpouſe his intereſt, with all 
twoſe afflicted with Ruptures - and the example is a ſtrong antidote, 
aud ſuch as is not to be ſcen in any Treatiſe upon Rupturcs, pubizthed 
#21 
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2 $i; 358 | in any Language whatſoever, under the Sun. Their natural appetites 
Xx $$: 1 ed differ from habits, of our preſent methods of treating thoſe ſo afflicted 
2X 2} 7” ——_—_ with Ruptures at this time, by our Rupture Curers, 


The ſame day I received the foregoing letter, I was applied to for 
2dvice, to a gentleman who had undergone the operation of the knife, 
performed on his Groin ; and his Rupture at the time the operation 
was performed, was recent, and without ſtrangulation, The inciſion 
was made upwards of two inches in length: this was by one of ous 
Rupture philoſophers with a view of curing a recent Rupture, and not- 
withſtanding the ſaid Patient bad been confined to his bed and room 
fourteen weeks, his Rupture was increaſed ; and fo far from obtaining 
acure, his Rupture was increaſed to the fize of an Oftridge's egg; in 
conſequence of ſuch vain operators, muſt undoubtedly be the event of 
ſuch operations; and theſe Rupture philoſophers, works an eternal bad 
habit, thay at laſt the membranes and bowels, fall into the Scrotum. 


So Mr. Reid the Court and City Regiſter Rupture Curer? thus your name 
has uniformly diſplayed to your delighted brethern, the impoſe principles 
ripened by your early culture; it is obſervable has fo elevated, and for 
that reaſon, will be the more diſpoſed to every unrational plan of opera- 

tion; in the following paſſages, are accumalated all the errors, that a period 
expreſſing reſemblance can admit. No man amongſt them, in his ſen- 
fes, would adviſe ſuch operation as are ſufficiently illuſtrated by ex- 
amples, which ſhall be mentioned in their places, and to diſtinguſh each 
by his name ; arranged, and connected, bearing each a relation to the 
whole, as it is practiſed amongſt thoſe Rupture philoſophers in every 
ſuch work, that is in an Ox GILLO us ſyſtem. 


| 1 fhall here deſire to take notice of ſome part of a pamphlet lately 
publiſhed, the author of which, muſt not think I mean a mere compli- 
ment when I fay, he does not ſeem to want aſſurance. 


The performance meant, is called, Memorial and Petition to the 
king's maſt excellent majeſty, on the principles of public faith, 
common juſtice, and his own royal promiſe, delivered to the king 
at St. James's, on Wednſday, the 23d, of January, 1771. by Samuel 
Lee, Surgeon-General to the Army; by the appointment of his late, 
I: and prefent Majeſty ; and Surgeon to the Hoſpital, for the relief of in- 

digent fick perſons, afflicted with Ruptures.“ 


This worthy gentleman, in page 1. tells his Majefty that, “ Rup- 
3 | «« tures having been too generally held incurable, by the Phyſicians and 
| «« Surgeons of this kingdom. Unhappy perſons labouring under this 
complaint, were heretofore, deemed improper objects, to be admitted 
into the various Hoſpitals then inftituted, and left to remain a miſe- 
«« rable burthen to themſelves, their families, or the reſpective families 
to which they belonged. To remedy this evil, and afford all poſ- 
file relief in a diſeaſe ſo general, as well as grevious. Your petiti- 
% oner, applied himſelf to the diſcovery of a remedy for this complaint, 
and ſoon had the ſatisfaction to obtain a method of cure. 
«« Notwithſtanding ſome of your Majeſty's Serjeant Surgeons (Dr. 
Cockburne, late Phyſician, and Mr, Allen, late Surgeon to the my 
«« 2 
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*« al Hoſpital at Greenwich) ever vigilant to op oſe, ſo far defamed 


« him, as to render it neceſſary. for three ſeveral actions to be com- 
«© menced.“ 


Here I cannot help obſerving on the parts of thoſe gentlemen, that J 
have known their oppoſition to arife from a true knowledge of the mat - 
ter, and the firſt principles of juſtice, 


Theſe old women, of Rupture philoſophers, are apt to load every 
part of their dreſs with ornaments, has led our author, into ſome of its 
expreſſion, no longer fo authentic as the reſt, This emotion, of our 
Rupture Curer, however flight, go e upon the mind of the afflicted, 
and makes them judge the plan of cure, more certain than it is. He 
therefore, diſplays more dignity in name, than in contemplation, by 
every production, that 3 art and contrivance, our curioſity is ex- 
cited to other redundants. I begin, with Mr. Samuel Lee, the 
Surgeon-General. | 


The wonderful diſcovery which this ventleman 2 to, is neither 
more nor leſs than an operation by the knife, and an external applica- 
tion of medicines, or ſomething which he calls an Aſtringent. Every 
Surgeon who has an averſion to become the the butcher of his fellow crea- 
tures, will ſhudder at the firſt; and the laſt is totally inefficatious in 
the cure of a Rupture. 


In the year 1757, I was at Aberdeen; at the ſame time, Lord 
George Beaucler's reigment was there : Serjeant Foſſet ſhewed me Lord 
- Ligoneir's orders, to ſend all their ruptured men to Mr. Lee's Hofpital. 
I have often enquired of Mr. Foffet, whether they received the propoſed 
adyantages from ſuch application, Mr. Foſſet told me he did not 
know that one man out of the number ſent, had returned to the reigment; 
and that a ſerjeant who uſed to attend Mr, Lee's Hoſpitat, and to whom 
be had ſpoke on this ſubject, ſaid, he made no doubt, but the men ſent 
there, had either died under the operation of the knife, or of their Rup- 
tures ; as he remembered at one time, fix ſolders cut for the cure of their 
Ruptures, who all died ſoon after the operation was performed. 


Left any perſon ſhould pretend to doubt this; I defire to inform my 
readers, that Mr. Foffct's place of abode may be known, by an applt- 
cation at the ſecrctary's office Chelſea College, and I doubt not but he 
will be ready to authenticate this relation. 


In page 39, Mr. Lee preſents a liſt of 27 men belonging to Green- 
wich Hoſpital, whom he tells his Majefty he cured without the aſſiſtance 
of bandages. The firſt in this liſt is, «© Philip Short, aged 63. years, 
ruptured eleven years.“ With reſpect to this man, I can only ſay, 
that on the twenty-third of October, 1766. he applied to me for relief 
for a double Rupture, which at that time, was encreaſed to the enor- 
mous ſize of a child's head. On enquring, by means of the Sur- 
geon, whether he had ever been under Mr, Lee's care; he faid he had, 
.and that Mr. Lee, had almoſt perſuaded þ1 int, a cure Was eftected ; and 
that he, Philip Short, had been from that time a Patient i in the Phiſici ans 

| Ward : 
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* ( 48 ) 
Ward: where he remained till the day of his death, which happened on 


the Chriſtmas day following. The cheque book in the Surgery, 
will conficm what 1 have advanced. | ; 


Our ingenious author, confidently proceeds to inform his Roy al 


maſter, that William Lee, aged 70, ruptured two years, is one of thoſe 


whom he has cured, and who has been inſpected by Lord Barrington, — 
1 am afraid Lord Barrington was not a ſufficient judge of a Rupture 
when he ſaw it; for the reader will obſerve, that by this Rupture Curer's 
own account, this Rupture was recent, therefore; could not make any 
perceptable apperance, nor be diſcovered by the touch, except by a per- 
ſon well Killed, or afflicted therewith. But be that as it may; in the month 
of Auguſt, 1566. this very William Lee, (notwithſtanding he had been 
CURED by the Gentleman in queſtion) applied to me for relief. On 


examining him, I found his Rupture increaſed to a moſt extraordinary 


ſize, not leſs than twenty-eight, or thirty inches in circumference, —— 
and though I uſed every means in my power, as did alſo the Surgeons of 
the Hoſpital, it was found impoſſible to return the fmalleſt portion of it 


into the Abdomen: and it will be found by the Hoſpital books, that this 


man had two ſuſpenſiary Bandages ſerved him, September 16th, 177% 0. 


and if he is till alive, he wears a Bandage to this day, 
other Perſon mentioned in Mr. Lee's hiſtory. | 
With half reaſoners, perhaps, a man's endeavouring to rife upon the 
world, may apoligize for diſingenuity : but ſurely even thofe will deteſt 
him, who is incautious enough to lie, with almoſt a certainty of being 
contradicted. The fruitleſs manner in which he talks of, „ inveterate 


as does every 


enemies, leaving no art unpractiſed. and, «© Employing their 


« emiſlaries to defame him,” is really diverting. — But Mr. Lee, 
it ſeems, is a humoriſt, and we muſt laugh when he talks of, “ befieg- 
« ing Toilets, with falſe accounts of his curing Ruptures. The 
Laidies muſt have been very curious ! And his enemies muſt 
have wanted prudence, to take ſuch enormous pains to hurt a man In the 
opinion of the world, who, in that point had got the, ſtart and was, good- 
naturedly ſaving them the unneceſſary trouble. -Put it would 
be doing him too much honour; to notice him further: and nothing but 
4 regard to our fellow creatures, and a wiſh to prevent their being imi- 
poſed on, can juſtify this cenſure on him, whoſe character is ſc gene- 
rally underſtood, | | 8 

The impertinence of Mr. Lee's pretence to the diſcovery of a method 
much older than himſelf, can be equalled only by the imprudence of 
claiming the reputation of curing thoſe men who {till are afflicted. 


The Rupture philoſophers ſeem ſuccefſivelyindiftercntdireQions, aſſumes 


oe. 


at each ſtep, a new figure in cruel operation, and ſuch aitifices, cannot long 
delude the underfta nding of the afflicted; and without meaning an in- 


decent compariſon, I may venture to foretell, that many attrocious 
crimes, may yet be added they have perpetrated, to ſatisfy their am- 
Lition as philoſophers of the Iike caft, amongſt the moſt antient of that 
order; and is now praQtiſed by the Rupture Curers in cur days. I be- 
gin with the former. | | 


49 ) 

Al Ru As Is ſpeaking of the method of the cure of Ruptures, and as 
he earneftly recommends the operation, ſays, « If you do not 
«© reach the bone with the red hot Cautery, your operation will not 
« ſucceed, RoLANDUS orders the red hot Cautery to be uſed in the 
ſame manner on Ruptures. THEDoRIC alfo ſays, “ till all 
«« the fleſh of the Nees part is deſtroyed to the bone” 


BRN us ſays, « If the bone is not bored in the firſt attempt, 
then repeat it again, til? it ſucceeds ; for if you do not reach the 
«© bone, the operations will be of little ſervice.” 


Gul po ſpeaking of that notorious and barbarous cure by Cauſtic, and 


recommending that operation ſays, 


„ The chief care is, that a maſter rer the Cauſtic; for if 
«« it is improperly uſed, a fever will enſue, and other troubleſome 
*« accidents, And ſo let it be continued till the fleſh appears 
« entirely corrupted, even to the Epededemus ; which may be known 
« by the putting up of the Scrotum, and Teſticles. Which 
may be known by the great tumour of the Teſticles, and violent nay 
of the back, and hinder parts.“ 


BRUN Us fays, “ And it requires the greateſt care and deligence, 
« that you do not in the time of Cauterizing the wound, burn the In- 
oh tiſtine, 


LoNGFRANC ſpeaking, &c. « And thus in Spaſmodic habits, 


they die ſuddenly of a- 


FAB. AB AUA PEN DEN TE ſays, „ Wh ich practice, nevertheleſs 
« is near to be very difficult, and among the fineſt (membranes) that 
« poſſibly can be had. Which is the reaſon that moiſt Patients will 
« rather ſubmit to bear their diſorder, than bear the pain of ſuch treat- 
«« ment, r ſubmit themſclves to be fo treated, by ſuch Jurgeans. — 


« Which practice in the end, occaſions violent pain, and is attended 


«© with great difficulty.” 


Theſe practices of operation, merits Wufira ation, Whoever would 
know the particulars of ſo barbarous a ſet of Rupture p Philo *ophers me- 
thodgof executing this operation, may find them in, Gu: DO, PAREY, 
FRANCO, SCULTETUS, SMALTZIUS, NUCK, and Paulus, 
ALB UC AS IS, FAR. AB AQUA PEN DEN TE, GUIDO, RoLAN Ds, 
Sarjeant WISEMAN, &c. &c. &c. This merits conformation 4 
and this Chapter may be cloſed at this time, with a natural enquiry. 


It ſeems far from an exaggeration, that good proſefiors of anatomical 


lectures are not more eſſential to a College tull of young Surgeons, than 

a ſpacious garden, ſweetly ornamented, but without ought glaring, er 

the relief of thoſe afflicted, or rather fantaſtic. So as upon the whole, 

to inſpire young Surgeons with : a taſte of cruelty on their fellow cre: . 
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for the ſake of gold. No leſs than for elegance of rolling in a chariot, 
Their habit of their operations, makes not an agreeable mixture with their 
grandure, appears for the ſame reaſon, deviliſh, and no leſs chikith. I 
do endenvour to aboliſh from my mind, any image of them. No! 
I tranſport myſalf ideally; and yet the concluſion in the latter methods 
of operation, would be no leſs juſt, than in the former; in proportion 
they are no more | agreeable, than thoſe already. Yet we may amuſe 
ourſelves with, how thoſe Rupture philoſophers hitherto, has amuſed 
the world, with building caſtles in the air, uch their diſcoveries ; with 
regard to eradical cure of Ruptures, | 


Let thoſe philoſophers, join all theſe together; and.think for them- 
ſelves. I ſhall only ſay, the reader will not probably be diſpleaſed, to 


hear more of their capital operations, 


I give every poſſible advantage, with regard to our Surgeon General's | 
new method of cure, which ſacrifice truth and reality, to the delufive 
peration of fancy, of a cure being new; which is older than Prior 
Cabriere's. That Mr. Lee ſhould ſay, it was a new diſcovery, to his 
Majeſty ; is indeed, very neceſſary, for his own juſtification. The 
man I ſpeak of, has not a heart to feel, for the affliction of his fellow- 
creatures. | 


[t 15 with the operation of the knife, and Prior C abriere's tormenting 
plaiſter, (and Monfieur Dionis, internant operator; that fed his dog with 
mens Tefticles) that he afflicts, at this day. „ 5 


It being the twenty- ſecond day of Auguſt, 1771. I being in company 
in my own houſe, with the Rev. Mr. Farquer, and Mr. Thomas, Sur- 
$con : at the ſame time, a young man, who had been a Patient to Mr. 
Lee, Surgeon ; for the cure of a Rupture. He informed me that Mr, 
Lee, had applied, firſt his bruſh, with ſomething he called an aſtring- 
ent, and then he applied a plaiſter on his Rupture ; which made it as 
raw, as beef. He had been a Patient to Mr. Lee, about three months, 
expetting a cure ; but notwithſtanding all the torment he_ bad endured, 
for the five days he had the plaiſter on his Rupture, his Rupture 
was greatly worſe, than it was at the day he firſt applied to Mr. Lee, 
fora ene; - 7-27 | 


* 


Other means may undoubtedly be better adapted to the diſorder; or 
more likely to be called a newer diſcovery, than Prior Cabriere's tormer t- 
ing plaiſter, which ſtripped off both ſkin and hair; notwithſtanding the 
alorelaid young man, had uſed half a pound of hog's lard, to aſiſt the 
ſeperation of the plaiſter from his Rupture, Mr. Lee now publicly de- 
clared himſelf a convert tothe Prior's remedy, (as Monficur Dionis ſays, 
in Page 176) was publiſhed by the king of France's goodneſs. The origi- 
pabremains in his Majeſty's hands. 3 
I will give every poſſible advantage to Samuel Lee, Surgeon ; that has 
cen our Surgeon General, when we itate the facts he refers to, at 
Greenwich, and Chelſea Hoſpitals ; are totally falſe, with reſpect to 
tne cure of one ſingle man, And what he calls new diſcoveries ; that 
they are not the produce of his invention, ſeems not probable : as they 
are his great grandfathet 's. The Prior Cabriere's, as preſcribed . 

ieur 


5 
keur Dionis; in Page 157, without being exaggerated. I have no 
doubt at the beſt : what do they amount to ? but to impoſe on the afflict- 
ed; and never was thought of, as a perfect operation. And has not 
at any time been proof againſt the extremity of diftreſs, to thoſe afflict- 


ed with Ruptures —How ſhameful is it in our Sugeon General 
Samuel Lee; to add afflictions to thoſe afflited with tormenting pains, 
and with diſpair. The barbariety of a Rupture Curer, is implicable !, 
no ſutferings can ſoften ! no torments can appeaſe him! till he will certain- 
ly be the occaſion of his own miſerable end. I am afraid his end will 
at laſt be the ſame with his brother Rupture Curer ; Nickelfon, as he cut 
his own throat. For the ſame reaſon, when he will ro longer find cre- 
dulity to believe him, to be a Rupture Curer. Under what maſter of 
arts, this Rupture Curer got his new diſcoveries, I know not. His 
operations for Ruptures, feems to have been ſtudied under Nickelſon, late 
of Bangnio Court, Newgate-Street, that barborous Rupture Doctor. 
By dividing the only preſident in point, and aſking an hitidred guineus- 
from a Patient, and then taking three : as Mr, Lee, our Surgeon Gene- 
ral did; from the ſozementioned young man. This ſutes Mr, Lee's 
purpoſe, as he could have no more, 


This may be-Logic, among the order of Rupture Curers: but among 
men of common ſenſe and honour, it is folly or villany, in the exreme. 


I have ſeen many inſtances, of the pitiful advantages Mr. Lee has 
taken, of many unguarded, amongſt the afflicted with Ruptures. This 
I affirns upon the moſt folemn conviction, and the moſt certain know- 
ledge, is a leading maxim, in the policy of Rupture-Curer-thips. 

It is here unneceſſary, to purſue the argument any further: Mr, Lee, 
is now Mr. Reid, the Rupture Curer Surgeon General. And he laments 


the wretched ſtate of Mr. Reid's Ruptur-Curer-ſhip, in the Court and 
City Regiſter. | | 


The reader will here perceive, that theſe Rupture Curers, have had 
ſome comfort. They have been told by a Truſs- maker, that their new 
diſcoverics, is pitiful pictures, to roll in a chariot with; and that the 
miſled, after their names, is more like their operation; than any pic- 
ture here ſeen. And to ſuſpect this, we ſhall not continue ftrange, 


as the next demonſtration will not be leſs charged, than the reſt; 
though I have varied a little, from the operations of our Surgeon Gene- 
ral; and Mr. Reid, our Court and City Regiſter, Rupture Curer, ! 
ſtill entertain my former opinion, in reſpect of thoſe brats of impor- 
tance ; which was fathered by the Iternant operators, who fed their dogs 
with nothing but Mens Teſticles. My opinion, in reſpect of thoſe brats; 
that they have been nurſed by Prior Cabriere, and brought to maturity, 
under the tutorſhip of Monſieur Dionis : being ſtrenuouſly ſupported by 


Mr. Arnaud's ſolution of gold: for the compoſition of his Pomatum, 
for the reduction of ſtrangulated Ruptures. 


Theſe are ſome of the brats of importance, of the operators of a like 
caſe. though it could not be dreamed, that ſo profound a genius, and 
Jo enliglitened judges, as Rupture philoſophers ; could without rime or 

rcaſon: burn and flay, thoſe afflicted with Ruptures, Whom after 
| | 9682 - ' ſuffering 
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uffering ſo much as we have ſeen, we ſhall ſee, flain at laſt, by the 


hand of a RuptureCurer, which anounced to their Paients the peculiar pro- 


tection. Directly indeed, do we now find the afflicted, attacked in his moſt 


tender parts, by the Ruptui e Curer, with a red hot Cautery in his hand. This 
deſire of Rupture Dod 


ors. for operation; without any feeling for their 
fellow creatures.——Freely indulged for Their Patient, an internal 
ch ange: and at laſt, produces the deſtruction of the fleſh, of thoſe rup- 


tured parts however, it laſts not long. For, from the joy ariſing from 


the diminution of the pain, ſoon vaniſhes, and leaves in the tormented 
poſſeſſion, that degree of pain, ten thouſand times more enlarged than 


before; aggitated by grim death, ſtaring in the face of the deluded Rup- 


ture Patient,—Such villany of importance; as thoſe Rupture Curers, 
of the ſame caſt. | > 


If there appears any ſharpneſs, in my detail, of Rupture Curer ; I 
declare, that it is not with a view to offend any. And it is my duty to 
oppoſe bad practices; and I always do it without paſſion. I mortify 
my own ſelf-love, whenever I have it in my power; to ſubſtitute in the 
place of my own obſervation, thoſe of my co-temporaries, or of authots 
of ſufficient credit, to ſupport my poſitions. | 


We may . ſtill amuſe ourſelves amongſt thoſe barbarous, as well 
as ignorant philoſophers, gf Rupture Curers, to have this branch of the 
ſubject illuftrated by an author, who is acquainted with every maze of 
the human body: and who ſheds infallible grace upon every ſubject he 
handles : and for to repreſent them to the reader. | 


I ſhall here 585 introduce Mr. PERCIVAI Porr, Senior Surgeon 

f St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital; to give the detail of the Rupture phi- 

loſophers at preſent, for me. He ſpeaking of the cure of an irredu- 

cible Rupture, with their capital operations he ſays, in Page 50, of his 
Treatiſe on Ruptures. : 


I am not unaware that moſt of theſe are capable of being cured by 
<< the operation for the bubonocele, as it is called; but as I ſhould never 
«« think of propoſing it in any cafe in which there are nat ſymptoms 
«« that threaten the life of the Patient, ſo I have not mentioned in this 
place as a means of cure. I alſo am not unapprized what influence a ſuc- 


. << ceſsful operation or two of this ſort has had on the unknowing, among 


*© both, the great vulgar andthe ſmall, but I alfo know that ſuch accidental 
ſucceſſes have emboldened the ſame operators to commit more than one 


or two murders, in ſimilar caſes ; and that, from the prevalence of 


*© faſhion, ſome of theſe Rupture Doctors have been largely rewarded, | 


«© when they ought to have been hanged,” 


I here moſt fincerely, return thanks to Mr. Pott's, for his 
moſt juſt, and mo? faithful obſervation on thoſe Rupture philoſc ; hers, 
And I congratulate our Surgeon General and his afiftant, the Court and 
City Regiſter, Rupture Curer. They ought alſo to return thanks to 
Mr. Pott's, for the honour he has conferred upon them; as I am ſure 
he will never refuſe them any grace they ſhall ſolicit or merit of 
him. To enforce this obſervation, I ſhall here introduce another pat, 


ſage of Mr, Potts Treatiſe on Ruptures, which he calls, 
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Mr. Pott ſays, Page 157. OR | 
IN the firſt ſection of this Treatiſe, I have ſaid that the means uſed 
to attain both a palliative and a radical cure were exactly the ſame 
and, that the event was dependent on many circumſtances, which 4 
Surgeon could neither direct nor alter ; ſuch as the age of the Patient, 


the date of the Rupture, the thickneſs of the hernial ſac, the ſize of | 


the abdominal openings, &c. | | 
«© They who are unacquainted with the hiſtory of this diſeaſe, may 


poſſibly be ſurpriſed at this aſſertion, and be thereby induced to believe 


what has in all times been ſo confidently aſſerted, viz. that there are 
methods and medicines, ' whereby this diſeaſe may always be perfectly 
cured, and that the Surgeons, either through indolence, will not get 
information of them, or through obſtinancy will not practiſe them. 


If either of theſe charges was true, it muſt be the latter, for we cer- 
tainly do know what attempts of this kind have been made; and it 
any of theſe means had really deſerved the character which has been 


given of them, had been ſafely practicable, or had proved generally 
ſucceſsful, I ſhould certainly have ſpoken of them in rheir proper 
place: but this is ſo far from being the caſe, that on the contrary, 
however they may have been applauded by a few individuals, they 
have upon repeated experiment been found unfit for general practice, 
being either totally inefficacious, or painfully miſchievous, The 
majority, nay, almoſt all they who have ſubmitted to, or tried them, 


have remained uncured of their diſeafe, or have been mutilated, or 


murdered in the attempt. 


Several of theſe methods have indeed the ſanction of antiquity, and 


have been deſcribed, and even practiſed by many of the old Surgeons: 
the principal of theſe, or they which are moſt worthy of notice, are 


«the cure by Cautery ; the cure by Cauſtic ; that by Caſtration; the 


th NCTUM AUREUM ; the Royal Stitch; and the cure by Inci- 
on. | | 

« In Avicenna, Albucafis, Paulus, Ægineta, Fab. ab Aquapen- 
dente, Guido de Cauliaco, Severinus, Theodoric, Rolandus, Ser- 
jeant Wiſeman, and others, will be found the cure by Cautery, 
which is performed as follows. | 


After a proper time ſpent in faſting and purging, the Patient muſt 
be put into an erect poſture, and by coughing, or ſneezing, is to 
make the inteſtine project in the Groin as much as poffible; when 
the place, and circumference of ſuch projection is to be marked out 
with ink, Then the Patient being laid upon his back, the inteſtine 


is to be returned fairly into the belly, and-a red-hot Cautery is to be 


applied according to the extent of the marked line. For this pur- 
poſe, Cauteries of different fizes, thapes, and figures, have been de- 
viſed ; annular, elliptical, circular, like the Greek letter Gamma, 
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&c.- The writers who have given an account of this operation, have 
* differed a good deal from each other, not only in the fize and figure 
«« of the Cautery ut in the depth of its effect. Some have directed it 
to be repeated, ſo as to denude the Os Pubis; others direct that the 
[kin only be deſtroyed by the iron; the cellular membrane, fac, 
«« periofteum, &c. with repeated eſcharotic applications. But in all 
of them the exfoliation * of the bone is made a neceſſary part of the 
«proceſs ; the eſchar, and ſloughs, being ſeparated, and the extolia- 
4 tion caſt off, the Patient is ordered to obſerve an extremely ſtrict re- 
gimen, to lie on his back during the cure, and to wear a Bandage 
«« for ſome time after, in order to prevent a new deſcent of the parts, 
« which notwithſtanding all the pain, and all the hazard the Patient 
«© had undergone, he was ſtill liable to wear a Truſs. 


The cure by Cauſtic, ſeems to have ſucceeded to that by Cautery, 
and is deſcribed by moſt of the ſame writers, particularly by Guido, 
“ Severinus, Lanfranc, Parey, Rheddfic, Scultetus, &c. 


The Patient being laid on his back, and the parts returned into the 
« belly, a piece of Cauſtic is to be applied on the ſł in, covering the 
«« opening in the abdominal tendon, ſo large as to produce an eſchar, 
6c K the fize of a half crown. „ 5 
<« Some ſuffer this eſchar to ſeparate, others divide it, and then by 
the repeated applications of eſcharotics, deſtroy the membrane cel- 
lularis, with as much of the Hernial ſac as can be done, without in- 
ſuring the Spermatic veſſels. . For this purpoſe, different kinds of 
«« corrohve applications have been made uſe of: paſtes loaded with 
«« ſublimite, or arſenic ; the Rirpes braſſicæ, burnt ; che tithymalus ; 
„the lapis infernalis alone, or with ſuet and opium; oil of vitriol, 
« with many others, according to the humour of the operator, But 
« though the means are ſomewhat different from each other, the end or 
intention in the uſe of them all is the ſame, viz. to remove or de- 
«« ſtroy the ſkin, and cellular membrane, covering the tumour, to- 
4 gether with 2 part of the Hernial fac, and by that means to procure 
% ſuch an incarnation, as by its firmneſs, and its attachment to the 
bone, and parts adjacent, thall prevent a new deſcent of either gut 
« or caul. e UE, „„ | 
The mere relation of one of theſe methods, is ſufficient to ſhock 
any humane, or ingenious man. The horror attending the uſe of the 


* Allucaſis fays, « Et ſcias quod quando tu non conſequeris os cum 
0 cauterio, non confert operatio tua.” 5 
Rolandus orders the Cautery to be uſed in the ſame manner; ſo do 
Guido, Theodoric, &c. | | 
Brunus ſays, „Si non fuerit os conſecutum, in prima vice, tunc itera 
« cauterium vice alia donec conſequeris; quia fi non confecutum fuerit 
6 08, cum cauterio, parum confert operatio tua.“ 
Cautery 
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Cautery inuſt be great, to ſay nothing of the extreme uticertainty of 


the ſize or depth of the eſchar ; the apprehenſion from the Cauſtic 


will be leſs indeed, but the pain muſt be nearly as great, and of much 
longer duration. | 


The parts to be deſtoyed are, as I have juſt ſaid, the ſkin, the 


membrana adipoſa, part of the Hernial ſac, and the perioſteum 
covering the Os Pubis; and this is to be accompliſhed without injur- 


ing the ſpermatic veſſels, or the tendon of the abdominal muſ- 


cle. 


c« If the ſpermatic veſſels are hurt, an inflamed or diſeaſed Teſticle 
will be the conſequence ; if they are deſtroyed, the Tiſticle will be- 
come uſeleſs. If the tendon of the oblique muſcle be injured, either 
by the iron, or by the Cauſtic, terrible ſloughs, a large ill-conditton- ' 
ed ſore, and a briſk ſymptomatic fever mutt be expected, which in 
ſome habits muſt be productive of conſiderable miſchief : and that 
conſiderable miſchief was often done by theſe proceſſes, may be learn- 
ed by the very writers who deſcibe them. f | 


+ Guido ſpeaking of the cure by Cauſtic ſays, © Ta quo ſumme ca- 


venum eſt quod dominus fit de corofivo ; fi enim indocte applicatur, 


febrim cammovet, et accidentia mala.” * That great pain, deflucti- 


on on the hxmorrhoidal veſſels, and inflamation and ſwelling of the 
Scrotum, where often the conſequence of theſe attempts, may be 
learned from the ſame author, who, ſpeaking of the method of ap- 
plying the Cauſtic, ſays, Et ita continue fiat quouſque caro miracis 
tota fit corrupta, uſque ad Didymum quod cognoſcitur per inflatio- 
nem bur ſæ, et teſticulorum. And that the Cauſtic has gone deep 
enough, he gives the following proof, Quod cognoſcetur per ma- 
jorem tumorem teſticuli, et per majorem dolorem dorſi et partium 
poſteriorum.“ Brunus ſays, „Et cave ſummi diligentia, ne in hora 
cauterivationis ezeat itteſtinum, et comburatur. Lantranc, ſpeak- 
ing of the ill effe& of the Cauſtic in ſome habits, ſays, Et fic multt 
ſpaſmantur, et ſpaſmati ſubito moriuntur. “Fab. ab Aquapendente 
ſays, „ Que tamen chirurgiz uti videtis, difficiles admodum ſunt, 
et enter ſubtiliſſimos haberi poffunt; quo fit ut plerique patientes 
affectus perpetuo geſtare quam his chirurgis ſubmittere ſe vellent.” 
And in another place, Q1z porro chirurgiz vehementem dolorem 
afferunt et ſatis difficiles ſunt,” In ſhort, whoever will take the 
trouble of reading the old writers on this ſubje will, even from their 
own account, be ſatisfied, both of the pain, hazard, and inefficacy 
of all theſe methods.” | | 


1 


8 
* If the Os Pubis be laid bare, whether by Cautery, or by Cauftic, 

< fome of the beforementioned hazards muſt be incurred; if it be not 
r the intention will in general be fruſtrated ; that is, the inteftine will 
flip down behind the ſcar, and put the Patient under the ſame ne- 
«« ceſſity of wearing a Bandage, as he lay under before he ſubmitted to 

«« ſo painful and ſo hazardous an experiment. | 


If the preſervation of life was the object of theſe means, ſomething _ 
might be ſaid in their vindication ; the anceps remedium muſt for 
ever be preferable to deſperation ; but that is not the caſe ; they are 
4e recommended to be put in practice, when the Patient's life is in no 
e kind of danger, and are deſigned merely to ſave him the trouble of 
* wearing a Truſs ; which purpoſe they can feldom anſwer ; for it is 
well known, that after the uſe of the Cautery, Cauſtic, and every 
4 method, either propoſed for a radical cure, or uſed to reſcue a rup- 
« tured Patient from death, that the inteſtine will flip down behind the 
te cicatrix, and form a new Bubonacele, which can my be kept up by 
a proper Bandage. | 


«© The three other means made uſe of by the antients tow wa obtaining 


« a radical cure, where the Punctum Aureum, the Royal Stitch, and 
« Caſtration, 


* The Punctum Aureum was performed as follows. The inteſtines 
* being emptied by purging, and the Hernia reduced, an inciſion was 
* made thro' the ſkin, and membrana adipoſa, down to the ſpermatic 
proceſs. This inciſion was to be of ſuch length, as to permit the 
« operator, either with his finger, or with a hook to take up the ſaid 
«« proceſs and to paſs a golden wire under it; which wire was to be 
«« twiſted in ſuch a manner, as to prevent the inteſtine: from ſlipping 
« down again into the Hernial ſac, but not ſo tight as to intercept or 
te obſtruct the circulation of the blood to the Tefticle. Some operators 


4 preferred a leaden wire to a golden one, and others a filken liga- 
« ture. 


« It may poſſibly ſeem rather uncivil to ſay, that both this and the 
* ſucceeding operation were directed and practiſed by people who 
c were very little, acquainted with the true nature and ſtructure of the 
«« farts they operated upon, or indeed of the diſeaſe; for which they 
« proſcribed ſuch operation; but had not that been the caſe, they 
„ never could have propoſed ſo fallacious and uncertain a method of 
« treating it : for if the wire, or whatever was paſſed round the pro- 
s cels, did not bind pretty tight, it would not prevent a deſcent of the 
* gut, and the whole operation, though painful and irkſome, mult be- 
*© come abſolutely uſeleſs ; if it did bind tight, it muſt neceſſarily re- 
4 tard or obſtruct the circulation of the blood thro' the ſpermatic velicis 1 
* and produce a diſeaſe of them, and of the Teſticle. 5 


„ 
oy 


„ $ Whoever would he the particular methods of executing this 
« operation, may find them in Guido, Parey, Franco, Scultetus, Smalt- 
90 BUS, Parmannus, Nuck, Nc. 


« The 


The Royal Stitch was performed in this manner: the inteſtines be- 


CH .. 


ing emptied, and the portion which had deſcended being replaced, 
an incifion was made in ſuch manner, as to lay bare the ſpermatic 
chord, about two inches in length from the abdominal opening doun- 
ward. When the proceſs was freed: from the cellular membrane, it 
was to be held up by an affiftant, while the Surgeon with a needle 
and ligature . à continued ſuture, from the lower part of the in- 
ciſion to the upper, in ſich manner as to unite the divided lips of the 
wound again, comprehending the cellular membrane, and thereby 
endeavouring to ſtra iten the paſſage, as they called it, ſtom the bel- 
ly into the Scrotum, withont injuring the ſpermatic veſſels. 
«« The operation is deſcribed by many of the old writers, wich 
with ſome ſmall variation from each other, both in the manner, and 
in the inſtruments ; but all tending to the ſame end, and-all proving 
that their idea of the diſeaſe, of the parts affected by it, were 
erroneous; and imperfect. 


The fatigue to the Patient muſt be greater in this than in the pre- 


_ ceding operation, both on account of the large inciſion, and of the 


ſuture, 1 
In ſome habits either of them muſt be very hazardous, and the 


majority of caſes, painfnl, troubleſome, and tedious; which cir- 


cumſtances might nevertheleſs be ſubmitted to, if the cure was cer- 


tain, the contrary to which did moſt frequently happen, even by the 


confeſſion of the very writers who propoſe and decribe theſe methods, 
and who univerſally order the long wearing a Triffs afetr ſuch opera- 


tions have been ſubmitted to. 
© Some, who thought that the ſtitch added unneceſſarily to the pain, 


have directed the inciſion to be made in the ſame manner as for the 
ſuture; but inſtead of ſewing the lips together, have adviſed that 
the common membrane be diſſected out pretty clean, and the ſore 


digeſted and incarned. This is ſo like to the operation for the in- 
carcerated Bubonocele, both in the manner of making the inciſſon, 


and in its conſequence, as tending toward a radical cure, that it max 


be looked upon as really the ſame thing; and how very fallaclous 


and uncertain that operation proves toward anſwering ttis end is too 
well known. | | 


1 « Pals, Albucaſis, Fab. ab Aqupendenie, Guido, Rolandus, 
Parey, Serjcant Wiſeman, &c. &. &c. 


Both 
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% Both theſe, the Royal Stitch, and the Punftum Aureum, proved 

« often deſtructive to the Teſticle, even in the moſt judicious bands | 
and when it got into thoſe of ignorant pretenders, it proved mos 
% frequently ſo, for not knowing how to perform properly what they 
% had undertaken, and finding it much more eaſy, after the 'incifion 

ce * made, to ſlip out the Teſticle, they moſt commonly did 

«« Theſe are the principal methods propoſed, or practiſed by our 
«* forefathers for a radical cure of a Rupture ; among the writers in- 
% deed will be found ſome trifling variations from each other in the 
“execution of them, but the intention and aim is the ſame in all, viz. 
«© to prevent anew deſcent of either gut or caul, by producing an union 
af the party, 9 which they either did; or were ſuppoſed to paſs. 
«© According to the degree of anatomical knowledge, and humanity of 
the propoſer, they will be found to be more or lefs rational and 
_— uu, but are all of them painful, hazardous, and moſt frequently _ 
s fallacious, and have therefore been totally diſuſed by all modern 
6 praQtitioners, who have either knowledge, compaſhon, or honeſty. 

No diſeaſe has ever furniſhed fuch a conftant ſucceſſion of quacks 
< as Rupturers have; they who have had ſome ſmattering of anatomy 
«« or Surgery, and whoſe humanity has not been their prevailing qual- 
« lity, have adopted one of the preceding operations, or ſomething 
„like them; while they who have had leſs knowledge, and more 
e timidity, have had recourſe to the more ſneaking knavery of ſpeci- 
«« fic applications. 


* 


| From a great number, I have ſelected one advertiſement, inſerted in 
the Daily Advertiſer of March 2oth, in order to illuſtrate this obſerva- 
tion of Mr. Pott's. | | 


«« The beſt remedies that have ever been found out for the undermen- 
«« tioned diſorders ; (being all different preparations) the perſon is de- 
«« fired to mention their diſorder, when they call for the medicines. 
% For Fits of all kinds, Bloody Flux, vomiting Blood, bad Eyes, 
«« Colds and Coughs, Ruptures, Scurvy, Cholic, or Pain in the Bowels. 
«« Sold only by William Thompſon, Park-Keeper, Conſtitution-Hill, 
«« Hyde-Park- Corner, London. | 
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Mr. Pott alfo fays — © The hiftories of Prior Cabriere, 
Bowles, Sir Thomas Renton, Dr. Littlejohn, &c. &c. to be found 
in Dionis, Houſton, and other writers, will furniſh to the Reader 
an idea of the practice and performances of ſome who have flood at 
the head'of thoſe bold promiſers. This is a ſubject in which 
mankind are much intereſted, and on which a good deal might be 
ſaid ; but as an honeſt endeavour to ſave the aMitied from the hands 

of thoſe who have no character to looſe, and whoſe only point is 
money, might from one of the profeſſion be miſconſtrued into ma- 


levolence and craft, I will not enter into it; but ſhall conclude by 


wiſhing, that they who have capacity to judge of theſe matters 
(which are as much the = ct of common ſenſe as any other kind of 
knowlege) would not ſuffer themſelves to be deluded by the impudent 
afſertions of any charlatan whatever; but determine in this, as 
they do in many other things, that is, b event. There 


is a ſentence in ſacred writ which naturally firikes me on the preſent 


occaſion 


«« Out of Thy Own mouth will I condemn thee.” — 


Let the Reader join the above quotations, and think for himſelf. 
T ſhall only ſay, that I fincerely wiſh Counſellor Brand's Surgeon of 
character ; would reflect on the very excellent opinion of Mr. Pott, 


before he receives his fee merely for approving what the Su oE MAKER 
has done, or preparing the way for what he is to do, 1 


With reſpect to myſelf, without a vain pretence to a thorough know- 


ledge of Surgery, it is my boaft that a ſtudious application, long 


See page 23, Counſellor Brand's Letter. 


| experience, 


H 2 


. v \ , * 9 : i 
| | ( | d] | 
\ . - 


Experience, amd, above all,/a fwidk adherence to the- principles of 


Tlumanity, have fixed me in the midſt of à moſt extenſive practice. 
That there. are perſons who bear me ill-will, I have no doubt; but I 


Have the conſqlation, that, in this caſe, thoſe who are my enemies are 


the enemies of Society. I deſpiſe the refleftions thrown out 
againft me on account of my former profeſſions : ſuch refſeskions are at 


once 3 1 of ill manners and ill principles. The good and the ſen- 
1 . 


ſble will acknowlege, that it is as poſſible for a ſoldier to attain a know- 
Tege of the true method of reducing, Ruptures and applying Truſſes, as 
it was for Frere Jacques tadiſcover the proper manner of cutting for the 
Fone; for #Frier to inſtruct the world in the uſe of Gun- pow] der; or 4 
Soldier to invent the important and uſeful art of Printing. From à con- 


viction that the pupils in the different Hoſpitals in town ſeldom 


had an opportunity of ſeeing a Rupture, and from a defire to ren- 


der a-knowlege of its proper treatment more general; I very lately gave 
them à public invitation to fee me perform oo operation of reducin 
Ruptures, and the retention of them» when fo reduced by applyin 


Truſſes, whiah is the only remedy, at all ages, and in all ſtates, of re- 
ducible Ruptures.. At. the ſame time, I provided a number of caſes, 
ſome ob which were acknowleged by Mr. Hunter to be the moſt ſingu- 


Iar he remembered to have met with ———FHowevrer,. this good dif- 
poſition. in me could not eſcape cenſure an undeſtinguiſhin 

haughtineſs conſtrued it an affront——and I was informed, "that if F 
perliſted in that practice, it would: greatly offend the Fadulty. To ex · 


culpate myſolf from a deſign to give affence, I ſhall only refer to the 


feelings of every candid Reader, and ſay, that I meant a ſervice to» the 
afflicted, and the world in general. CE | Ws 


— 


* My Readers, I hope, will not accuſe me of oſtentation when I re- 
mark, that from the ch of Navember;, 177a,. to. the zoſt of Auguſt, 
1771, I have given away Truſſes to perſons who were incapable of pur- 
chaſing them to the amount of Ninty-four pounds Ten Shillings. 


Atteſtations of the Truth of which from the Overſeers, &c. of the dif- 
ferent pariſhes to which they belong, are ready to be produced to thoſe 
who ſhall defire to ſee them: a greater ſum, I believe, than is diſpen- 
_ fed to the poor, afflicted with Ruptures, from all the Hoſpitals in this 
kingdom, except Greenwich and:Chelſca, in the ſame period of 
time, ' ; | 


Amongſt 


5 N 
Among thoſe cafes; there was one Vir. Francis 'Dofhwair 3 ms 
Nupture was Thirty-two Hiches round, znd no art cold redhce into 
the Belly, or evi the fm lleſt portio of it wie was perogptable f | 
ſeen; and when he was in a ſetting poſture, his Rupture would hang ass Eo 
low as the floor ; arid when fn an ere poſton, it world hang ad . 9 
39 His knees ; and it extended fror o thigh'ts another, fo large as to - == 
covet his thighs * which Ferdered EH incaptitle of Walk nig without ex- | | 
ceffive pain, from the weight of ir. Notwirkſfandiig Hs moſt 2 
_ miſerable caſe of his, he had applied to Woodward, ant Phe ; © (Rup- 
ture Surgeons) when his Rupture* made its firſt appenranee in the —__ 
Gtoin. j | „„ | 5 . 0 3 


I ſhould not paſs by, without obſerving on this ocaßon, che above * 
Surgeons, affumed the name of Rupture Carers,” (But not in the Comrt + 
| and City Regifter) as Mr, Reid, their frft ſucceſfor of that digntted | 2M 
name: (this is fact) and he ſtands im the firſt order, attfongft ths = 


Ass every man of ſenſe muſt allow, the pompous: name of Rupture . | 
Curer, is a dignity not to be inveſted on any man, conſequently no man 2 
of character and reputation will not aſſume that name; as its beyond all 

human art and medicine to acquire. Therefore its impoſſible that digs 
_ Hity can ever reach thoſe Colleges or Academics theſe - Rupture Curefs 
belong to, fo as to honour any of the Members thereof with the leaſt 
ſhaddow or right to that name. -I do not mean at this time, to pur- 1 
ſue them through the xeft ; neither do I mean todecline che queſtion of right, » Oo 
theſe Rupture Curers have, to their Fees ; on the contrary, I join iſſue | _ 
with them, and afhem, that, excepting caſes, wherein they exact large _ 
Fees for advice and afhiftance, they are totally ignorant of; as; from - "= 
the nature of their office, they ought to be familliar ly acquainted: with = = 
every caſe, before they either paſs theic judgment, or receive a Fee, _ 
they have no legal authority from their judgment to impoſe on th +» 
public in either, if they do, they certainly ought not to paſs unpuniſn- __, == 
ed in word, or deed. The courts of criminal juriſdiftions are open. 
and proſecutions may be commenced by information or inditement for -- - {=_—_ 
fuch fraudulent practiſes, too often ufed by thofe vain pretenders. " _— 
Mr. Reid the Rupture Curer thought it fo, when he clamed a thoufand | = 
pounds damages for my laſt publication; he had no meaning, in 0 | 
charge, tobe a Libel on him. In my opinion if he had confulted his } 
real dignity in that caſe, he would have let it alone. I don't mean to 25 N = 
perfuade him from continuing his expenſive puff, of Ruptre Curer, in 22 
the: Court and City Repifter, or to difcontinue his proſecution agzinft - ._ = 
me: poffibly he may be adviſed” by inconfidered preſſdents. For the ' > 
zelit, there is no calour of paliation or excuſe, in that I meant a ſervice | "= 


I ſhall bjpin a few cafes, and for che preſent taxe my leave; wiſſr. 
jag him who is fond of the Lay from ignorance, more owlege; and 
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40 5 both of their ſagacity and their dexterity.” 


thinking that Mr. Pott rather meant to ſay, 


5 DYE tes 
thoſe who aſperſe from needs. more gr nature; and in per- 


ticular, thoſe hinted at ; as well as others, to ig their names with 


that Old Proverb, Let Works bare Winen q vel Doth. 


„* Mr. Pont's preſace he ſays, „ that the merit of x many of the old 
practioners was great ———that they left behind them many 


This dexterity, or this theory, merits illuſtration, with the dexter 
iternant operators that we fed their dogs with their re 
Patients Teſticles. 


Tf this be proofs either of merit, or of their 8 ——— am 
greately miſtaken in the meaning of thoſe Wes: and cannot help 
-that the Rupture 
Curers might do as they pleaſed ; he would acquiſe i in all their bloody 
murders, when their latte cabinet were in conſultation, how to act on 
a Ruptured Patient, eſpecially when there was an idea cf a large Fee: 


2 in a ilar cafe happened ——about the Tenth of September 1771. 


Robert Wood Efq ; late one bf the under Secretarys of State. Nor 
myſt I forget that * had a Rupture, for the relief of which he had pic- 
tured to himſelf, a hopeful proſpect of his being ſoon reli ved: And 
for this end, this worthy Robert Wood Eſq ; had convenned ſome of 
the moſt learned philoſophers, of Rupture Curers, as a little cabinet, 
where in conſultation how to act, withoud giving very alarming ſymp- 
toms. So they entertaining an opinion, that his Rupture, was a watery 
Rupture ; and by their dexterity, ſeized the knife, and performed the 
ation, in fuch n dexterous manner, that Mr. Robert Wood Efq ; 
died the next day.————Bu it is reported that thofe Rupture Curers | 
was miſtaken with regard to this watery Rupture :————3s it is pofi- 
tively ſaid, in (he room of . there came out blood and ex- 
crement. 

This is . curing Ruptured Patient: and 1 mul 
condemn what Mr, Pott aſſerts in his 4 viz. he ſpeaking « of the 
antient Rupture Curers, of their ſagacity, and their dexterity,— | 
«« that we received large information from their writings, and 
mat Cæcteris Paribus ; he who. is beft acquainted with them, will 
be the beſt Surgeon, he adds is well known to every one who is at all 
4% converſant with them, and can be denied only by thofe who are not 
«© he adds alſo, and * «« but on the other hand, it muſt alſo be al- 
#4 lowed that both their and their practice laboured under great 
% difſadvantages, which re their j t of many diſeaſes er- 


— roneous, and their treatment of them irrational and unſucceſsful,” 


Here I am of an opinion, this laſt is a dontradiction to the merit of 
their ſagacity and their dexterity, Mr. Pott alſo preceeds fur- 
ther _ ſays . the imperfect ſtate of their Anatomy, 
Vas one great ſource of error. Which kind « of knowlege has beep 
. ſo cultivated in our times. a 


4 


W 
. * 
1 


+ 6 * = 
In anfwer to this, it is obfervable that Robert Wood = : Hal the 


operation of the kni el Napa on his 2 1 4 12 by 


ſome of, no ſmall fool of a Rupture Doctor, in the of Ano- 

tomy, and it is in my opinion conferting of their 2 in the cure 

of 12 into a bloody vice of cruel operations. But as the traim 
Curers is uniform at this day; with the moſt antient, in 


join of the operation, the habits is formed accordingly,—=Such men, 


fay, will lam afraid never be wanting —amongſt the order 
Rupture Doctors, yet a great wanting, is iſdom and ſagacity,. 
to find out dhe real meticde-af the cure of bft and at laſt there 
will be no reſpect for Rupture Curers, if he will not lay afide the knife, 
with the red hot Cauterr,——'tis he that ſtrives only to be à good. 
operator for the cure of Ruptures,—fince that dignified name of a 
Rupture Curer, is not maintained, by force of the bloody Oe of 


the Anatomiſt's knife. ; 


The want of the knowlege of letters amen among our GO of Rupture 
Curers———has not left us greatly in the dark— 
thirſt thoſe operators ever has had after blood, — —which calls to my 


mind another paſſage in Mr. Pott s preface as he is aplauding the 5 1 
1 


fect ſtate of As he and his besen has brought it to in 
days. 


Mr. Pott 2 , agthis is the only true and folig buſi: from 
* which all chiurgical knowlege muſt for ever ſpring, ſo it has of late 
« years been productive of many real, and great improvements in . 
e Here I am of a different opinion, with regard to the ar 
of the cure of Ruptures. The actions here chiefly i in view, are 
ſuch as a whimfical paſſion ſuggeſts, to the — on — 
wich the red hot n or the blood - thurſty knif 


Mr. Pott farther and ſays, “ the antient 
„ coarſe and loaded with a farrago of external 9 ſome of 
” which were horridly, and yet unneceffarily painful. EY muſt 


here affert to Mr. Pott that this laft * of . is e * | 


* 


pocriſy. 


However, the proceſs of the operation, deprived Robert Wood Eſq; 3 
of his life. Something like a painful Surgical operation, that never 


fails to hurry them out of this world, chat the effects which fine 
Annemie bey produce are not ſuch as might be expectec. 


Mr. Pott ſtill perfifts in the vindication of their great improvements 


in Anatomy, and he ſays,——* the practioners of the preſent time, 


have brought the practice into a much narrower compaſs, ———have 


2. rendered it leſs painful, and more intelligable. From this aſſertion 
of Mr. Pott's, «4 leſs painful and more intelligble, leads me into 
an opinion that his true meaning, * be, the many fold and —_— 


with the great 
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3 8 1 
ae arts 8 Curers,—ſeaſes the knife—the Nepp to which, 
the external figns-of the tumor of the Rupture——-creztes-in the opera- 
8 the. internal fign of his paſſion are made fubſervant to his. 
bong, jo Hhmge tb the Kaze of Re cruel ** 10 * e * 


* is facts, which fhew the effeats of their dee 
A taſte in the eafy and fine arts of for 1A goes along 
L the moral and human ſenſe, plying of Truffes, - To treat 
y fin le operation and paſſion of Wel Bu upture Doctors, ich a 
M$ differences—would be an — taſk ;—a difference no 
is remarkable among creatures of different kinds then appears a- 
the writings of Hur Rupture-curers : : the oldeſt of them even to 
the laſt of them, which is Mr. Pott's ſmall Tratt on the watery Me, 
or if he pleaſes, the pompous name of Hydrocle Rupture, —yet upon 
examination, thoſe various authors, they ſerve at beſt as a red for their 
wh backs, —af ſuch Rupture philoſophers ; yet, if theſe might paſs— 
Homes denied! in the eye of, only common underſtanding.— And 
hope our Treatiſe writers on R. 17 will not pretend to fay, that 
the operation for Robert Wood E upture was not performeg in 
elr days, and by the unknow? ing LOND among the great vulgar, 
28 Mr. Pott juſti obferves, in page 52.—Neither can he call this ope- 
ration accidental ſucceſs, —35 it would deſerve that name, had Nt 


WoadEfq ; ; ſurvived the operation of the xniſoso. 


© Thoſe who doubt the authenticity of this relation; I deſire hifi | 
them that I heard of it firſt, the day after he died from an officer in the 

aripy, which wðas a Ruptured Patient, recommended to me by Dr. 
| onro, of German-Street. But I have heard much more of that affair 
Face, by ſeveral, But as it is a prevaling police amongſt the order 
of thoſe Rupture Doctors, only to think and work their Will, to kill 


the rich, and they make ſhurt of à large Fee, kill or cue. 


However I hope all ſuch operators for the time to come, will receive 
no other Fee or reward, but ſuch as Mr. Pott ordains for them, in his 
. Treatife on | Ruptutes ; that Is $ to ſay, —as he lays, they deferve to + 
How | = 


* 
92 


13 6 * 


847 ee is of too great importance to be 
lofi entirely under the direction of ſuch Rupture gas 1 
ſee theſe-auwkard jugglers detectedby more than myſelf . the in 
Refers ſtarts up, confeſſes, but thanks to their matchleſs im- 

ncę, neither aſhamed nor confounded the me: 
= of their operations nor the qu ualities of their grandure——of 
e name « Rupture Curer, —Yet the name is not more diſtinct 
chan their. operations are efficatious, towards F-1 perfect cure n 
* bk what gs A. FN, thoſe Naben Mongers ere 


nu. 


not the death of the late celebrated Ruptufe Monger ou 
- - $95 not onply y pon City of Edinburgh,. 0 tear in pieces, 3 
for the loſs. of-ſo gaad an emiſfary, and dear friend ener 


all thoſe vain pretenders of Rupture Curers, in Europe. 


Thus abandoned, with eyes ſtill ſtreaming for che lofß of tat 
cee Qvac, Doeron  Monao,;: die * Ce der 
„ eee among the Faculty. 55 


— this they will. ſer I have difcharged my e 
Do not ſee them look up to Mr. Reid, whom Mr. RA NBR V has made 
iuſtriouis, in the Court. and City Regiſter, with the name of Rup- 
ture Curer, and nga rag wo — vely fi igndl point to Chel- 


* 


12 
= Hoſpital. * e oy CASES + | ; | 
1 * 


+ * 7 


However * 1 am to ind fault wich Fs Rupture Curers,— 
truth has obliged me to take particular notice of, their methods of 
operations, with the ſucceſs of their cures — the rather; as they 
are attended with the moſt horrible, and the moſt diſmal conſequences 

to hoof mankind :. und might at firſt been eaſily CRE |, had 
not ayarice and indolence, the meaneſt or all Patlions—prevailed 
over public utilüt xe n nth. $5 be 7 
 FThave communicated to the Reader, what Mole Rapture Doctors 
_ wouldhere aſſert, what they call ſo falſty; à new diſcovery.— 
he mu needs no omnanicat, What thoſe Rupture Doctors bor- 


2 


rows of the pencil, is e ere Pa mr 


. ee ee * n 1 . 


vel. norwithſznding Mir. Weid e : Coprt. and Clap: Regiker, 
8 


_—— 9 of che 
err always obferve the law of truth, is i 


the bottom: and S E 
prefent to the Reader, the following 7 tones, which 3 


I. hall 
E 4 all the nusber of letters I hals received on the oxcalion, 
m Abe as follows, Rey ts | 


has brought a charge 15 me, for a Libcln—_ 
call for Mr - Reid Reid's wo dt bs is 


„ ought to ba W * 
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O V R We d ding a at laft bre 
| forth a Moùſe; which ſhould have been publiſhed on the 1 | 
e of April, inſtead of the firſt of January. W haſed your 
** extraordinary performance, was never more cheat , than to give 
« x24. for Bumfoder, as its fit for no other uſe, except chandler- hops, 
_ % Shall now make a few remarks on your learned Nance. 
ES -. nn your dedication to the famous Dr. Levinſton, you thank him 
1 | «« for his advice, at ſame time not own any merit in him; a ſample of 
«« ſelf ſufficeney j no ſtranger to Scots. In the next place you fill to 
*« page 8th, of advice, which every one knows as well. as the fool that 
gives it. Page gth, you abuſe the Surgeons, to whom have #4 
you prefference to all others, - (if you are to be believed.) Alſo I ad- 
«« mire your impudence, by valueing ſuperiour knowlege, in givin 


| «« them Inſtructions. what would you have been? had you been br 
1 4 a Surgeon inſtead of a Cutler? that had not capacity to live by his 
- 8 Ep * trade ? you would have beaten yourſelf, as you have now done ? I 
oh 5 ce uſe. your oun words, and think you ought to be treated with that 
_— - «« contempt you now, deſerve. Tage 1oth, your vanity leads you to 
_—_ . c think yourſelf an equal to Frere Jaqu's, (I'wonder how you found 
: 2p e him out)—this is ſomething like the Apple and Horſe-turd ſwimin try, 


1 together! how we Apples ſwim ? tis quite applicable to your 

KEY: «c who ſays you are'a Mechanic, I think 1 bad one; aSlp . 

_ „ your production as an Author. Page 11th, you ſay, had the pre- 

18 | «« ference to alf others at Greenwich; not that your Bandages were 

E 4 better; but your being a Scotchman: this is a truth you cam t deny. 

28 | 5 «« What you get by attending people, not beyond beggars, no man 
| 


. 


| | would give attendance, that has other buſmels to do : ſo a far 1 

#R: « your Royal Hoſpital. D * 

E , % To complete your piece, you have wtrodhichd 2 parcel of 

- ll «© vouchers,” that is to fay, which is no other, then to aſk my Brot er 

29 | « jf J am a Thief: there is ſome reputable names which may be be- 

E. | © ieved, but the public will ſcarce believe it on your inſerting them to 

1 < be true, for this reaſon they would write like Gentlemen of the Faculty, 

1 not like hireling from St. Giles s, by way of puff: or is it poſſible to 

BD CY „ think eminent Surgeons wonld give you any ſanction after the abuſe 

3 = = «« you have made on the Faculty. 

* ) | To finiſh the whole, I cannot but notice the arrogance of an illi- 

5 | © terate mechanic of a Scotchman ; ; to make a compariſon between 
« himſelf and the great Sir Iſaac Newton: I mentioned the Apple and 
4 Horſe-turd before, but the difference here, vain ws is greater 
than between light and darkneſs,? "7. 

f | « When 
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n When you publiſh; again, you are defired to write ſenſe, that ο—e,. * 

% may thine through the cl6ud-of what you mention in your laſt page + ._ 

% You'r welcome to add this to your next publication, to the number op 

letters: but don't palm on the public you are the inventer of Elaſti e 

„ Bandages, when you well know a perſon in being who ſupplied 'you 8 

«« when in diſtreſs, and could not help yourfelf : this is a fact, which. gn 

4 will before long be made public. I now leave, by ſaying with great © f 

; 2 Ne Suterultra Cripidm, 1 * 

4% N. B. Your Book tells me you have read Authors: query whether 

4 any Author learned you the art of lying? if fo, you are a good 
«« Scholar,” a ES r 
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| The above letter without either name or date I received the th of 
Ianuary, 1771. n 

| + To the Author of the above Letter, in anſwer. | | 

When I write to you, I foreſee a long letter, and ought to beg your 


patience beforehand, for if it proves the longeſt, it will be of courſe the 
_ worſt ; but the firſt I have troubled you with: yet to expreſs my grati - 
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tude at large for your obliging letter, is not more my duty, than my C 
intereſt as I moſt abundantly thank you for one E of kindneſs, to | IJ 
put you in mind of beftowing another; the more favourable you are to e 
me, the more diſtinctly I ſee my faults, and ſpots and blemiſhes you A 
know, are never ſo plainly diſcovered) as in the brighteſt ſunſhine, A 
Thus I am mortified by thoſe commendations which were deſigned to "2 
encourage me, for praiſe to a young Author and not a Scholar, tho 3 
an old man, is like rain to the tender flowers and other things in © 
ar ſpring of the year, if it be moderately beſtowed, it chears and re - : "1 
Vet you will not ſuffer an illiterate mechanic of a Scotch- 2 


man cou will ſuffer no ſuch man to flouriſh beneath you. 


but as if it were not enough to have outdone all your cabals by the inven- Cr 
tion of Elaſtic Truſſes, and Elaſtic Navel Bandages :—you will excell A 
them in good-nature too. As for my ignorant hiſtory of Rupturers,.— . i 
if you find any pleaſure in them—it. muſt be ſuch as a man naturally ' 15 1 
takes, in obſerving the firſt ſhoots and buddings of a tree, which he has 8 1 
raiſed himſelf ;—and its impoſſible they ſhould be eſteemed any other- Ce 
wiſe than, as the afflicted would value eaſe in the extremety of diſtreſs, 1 
which nevertheleſs, amongſt the order of Rupture Doctors, —are the be 
moſt infipid, and the worſt of operations. POT. 1 
In a word, I muſt blame you for treating me with ſo much compli- * Y 
ment which is at beſt but the ſmoak of a Rupture Doctor's friend-, - 
ſhip, with a knife in his hand for operation on a Rupture, I neither "n 
write, nor converſe with you, to gain your praiſe, but your affection, > = 
you have been ſo much my friend, as to appear my enemy,—to tell! 1 
me my faults if not a Rupture. Doctor at leaſt, an un experienced 1 
Author, and illiterate Mechanic, of a Scotchman. | h b! 


_— r 

II Tſhould Rill believe myſelf happy in your good opinion, -but that 
1 ou treat me ſo much in a ſtile . Norton obſerved” 
your brethern, the Rupture Curers, that they are more ſubject in 
their diſcoveries----with vanity; than with the rea, and ingeniqus man, 
on account of his being generally treated this way, by the ſenſe of 2 
Rupture Curer ; who: doth not know a Right-ſided Trufs from a left 
when he ſecs it, and who piques themſelves upon their Arts. The world 
is never wanting, when a coxcomb of a Rupture Doctor is accompliſh-- 
ing himſelf, to help to give him the finiſhing ftroke. -- 
Some Rupture Curers are apt to think a Truſs Maker over ſtocked 

with yanity ; yet I cannot but think, there are certain times when peo- 
ple are in a diſpoſition of being informed; and tis incredible what a 
little truth might do, to Rupture Curers, ſpoken in ſuch ſtrains with 
regard to their knowlege of Truſſes. A ſmall alms of knowlege will 
do a great kindneſs · to Rupture Curers in extreme neceſſity. I could name 
a number of your acquaintances- who would at this time, think them- 
ſelves more obliged to you for the information of their faults, than the 
confirmation of their Pllics of operation with the knife on Ruptures. 
If you would make thefe the ſubject of a letter,----it might be as long as 
from (No * Long- Acre) to St. Paul's Chureh-Yard----which I could 
wh your letters always wereece. SEA py 
When Mad-men like Rupture Doctors are found incurable,--wife men 
give them their way, and pleaſe them as well as they can,: ſo when 
_ thoſe incorrigible things (Rupture Doctors) are ance irrecoverably Mad, 
© The beſt way both to quiet them, and ſecure myſelf from the effects of 

ir frenzy,----is to feed their vanity, with their new diſcoveries, much 

offer than themſelves. Which indeed for the moſt part, Is all that is 
fed in that thing called a Rupture Curer : you may believe me, -I could 
be heartily glad that all you ſay, were as true applied to me, as it 
would be to yourſelf,---for ſeveral weighty reaſons: but for none ſo 
much, as that I might be to you, what youdeſerve, whereas I can now 
be no more then is conſiſtent with the ſmall, tho utmoſt capacity of 5 


4 4 „ 


their vain diſcoveries in what they call, a radical cure of Ruptures. 
| Whereas they being more converſant with obſcurity, without any pain 
for new diſcoveries in the eradica] cure of Ruptures,--they will naturally 
follow, what they were meant for. In a word, if a man be a coxcomb 
the Colleges of Rupture philoſophers is his beft ſchool ; and if he be a 
foal, it is his beſt ſanctuary after he has flain his Ruptnred Patient, to 
ſave him from being Hanged,” _. „ URS. 2 
I cannot contend with a man of letters, and a regular bred Rupture 
Curer.-----You muſt give me leave to wave all your compliments of 
learning, as it abundantly ſatisfies me---and is convinſive to the ſenſe. 
But as young a Truſs Maker as I am, my Truffes---has cured as many 
 Ruptures, as your knife has cut? and am as old as you are, except 
in letters? and plunging the knife into deluded Ruptured Patients, | 
fs 1 ſhall now Subſcribe Myſelf, 
Yeur affectionate, though 
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N che 20th of January, one of the e of Greenwich 
0 Hoſpital applied to me, in the Surgery of that place, for a Truſs for 
a double Rupture. Upon examining him, I found the Rupture ſingle only, and 
in the right Groin; in the left Groin the Teſticle lying in an oval figure, 


acroſs the orifice; V here a Rupture generally deſcends, and no appearance 


of the Scrotum on the left ſide of the Penis. This moſt extraordinary 
ſituation was occaſioned, he informed me, by a fall acroſs the gunnel of 


a boat about twelve months ago. When the Truſs was properly ap- 


- plyed, the Bandage did not in the ſmalleſt degree compreſs. the Teſticle 


oppoſite to the Rupture ; and I have the ſatisfaction to ſay, that there. 
is now the greateſt probability of a palliative cure being effected. 


to me for aſſiſtance. He ſaid, that about ten months before that time, 


Thoſe who doubt the authenticity of this relation are intreated to refer 


to Meſſrs: Thomas, and Wallace Surgeons of the ſaid Hoſpital, who 
was both preſent. 7 nts, 5 5 


On che 7th of November laſt, a poor man 5 recommended by Mr. 
Benjamin Morris, Overſcer of the Poor of St. Luke Middleſex, came 
he felt ſomething in his Groin which was not then attended with any 
pain however, it by degrees increaſed, and wage e very. pain- 
ful, and much larger; and that very often it made him ſo fick, that it 


would occafion him to throw up what he had eaten, and was often in- 
capable of working for his bread ;—for that when he was in an upright» 


poſture his Rupture would ſometimes fall down' with that violence as to 
burſt open the codpiece of his breeches. I applied a Truſs ; and the 
laſt time I ſaw him, which was the zoth of June laſt, informed me, 
that ever ſince I applied the Truſs to his Rupture, it had not fallen down 
once, nor had he loſt a day's work. Any perſon who ſhall doubt this, 
may be ſatisfied of the truth of the caſe by applying to Mr. Morris 
above-mentioned; or at my houſe, Where they will be ſhewn a letter of 
thanks from the Patient himſelf, whoſ edeſire it is, the ſame may be 


publicly ſeen. g 


Thomas Weſt, a young man about twenty, applied to me on the 24th 
of December laſt, for relief in the caſe of a Rupture, which he had ever 


ſinee he was fourteen years of age. It was, at the time mentioned, in- 


ereaſed to the fize of eight inches in circumference from the Tefticle 


above the Os Pubis. I reduced it all, and applied a Truſs thereon, at 


the ſame time informing him in what manner he ſhould proceed to obtain. 


a perfect cure. In about ten days he came to me again, faid he had 
been very punctual in the obſervation of my directions, and that he, 
was completely cured, notwithſtanding he had uſed all manner of com- 

mon exerciſes. - He then pulled off his Truſs, coughed and blowed his 
noſe in a violent manner, and ſaid there was no occaſiqn for wg + ; 
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Fo,  *the Truſs any longer, I aſked him if wearing it pave him any paln 3 
be replied no; and 1 ordered him not to leave it off for a few months. 
= *'- This extraordinary caſe will be authenticated by applying to Mr. 
# — Wes, Lighterman in King-Street, Deptford, who is the Patient's 


About two years and a half ago, a lad of twelve years of age was 
pFrought to me by Mr. Macguire, Peruke-maker, of Hedge-lane, for 
| the cure of a Rupture, When I examined him, I found the Rupture, 
which was in the right Groin, prodigieuſſy large, the Scrotum hanging 
; extremely low, large, and in a , the Teſticle at the lower 
etrtremety of the Scrotum. The left Teſticle was confined in the Ab- 
; domen, and had been ſo ever fince he could remember. By the proper 
application of my Elaftic Truſs, he obtained a radical cure in about 
nine months; the right Teſticle at that time remaining in its proper and 
0 natural ſtate in the Scrotum. I then told him he might lay the Truſs - 
aſide, In a few months after, Mr. Macguire brought the boy to me 
again; ſaid his Rupture was extremely bad, and that he muſt have an- 
other Truſs.----On examining him, ſo far from having a Rupture, Ris 
right Teſticle had followed the Rupture into the Abdomen, and, with 
the left, remains in that ſtate to this day; and what is ſtill more remarka- 
ble, there is not the ſmalleſt appear ance of the Scrotum, altho the Penis 


— 


remains in its na ſtate. 
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* It may not be improper in this place, to obſerve that the deſcent of 
the Tefſticles out from the belley, is in general, the cauſe of Ruptures in 
gew · born Childgen, 8 7 
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'To Mr. BRAND, Truſs- Maker to His Majefty, kr Aa „ 
„ 5 


- 


the bearer, Thomas Heming, as a fit object of your charity, being 
(as we are credibly informed) unable to purchaſe the help needful for 
his Rupture : and as ſuch we recommend, 


 RicHarn BoDMaN. 


Tuomas GoDsALL, 


JAMEs RonksON. 


M.arch 14ch, 1771. 


E Received with gratitude, the deſired aſſiſtance. 


„ Such perſons as ſtand in the ſame predicament as the above 
Thomas Heming, and are likely to become burthenſome to their pariſh, 
on being properly recommended, fhall receive every thing neceſſary for 
the cure of rheir Ruptures, | FM 
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E the Church-Wardens and Overſcers of the Poor ; of the 
Pariſh of St. Mary Magdalen, Bermondſey: do recommend 
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GzonxGE Naylor, oF — 
EvERETT Lope. O VERSE ZA. ; 
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ers 32, but Dr. Monio's was, read but Dr.Monro's attention 
C. | 1 5 3 | 1 | ” 
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page 13, I. 26, for Os Sacrum, back view of plate 2, feed, plate ” 
Os Sacrum, back view. 


Page 23, 1. 27, for yours he, read Mr. Brand. 
or infamous, read infimy. 
ibid. IL. 20, for on, read of. 
page 36, I. 38, for Leige, read Leydenz 
Page 43, I. 2, enn ; 
page 50, I. for it, read is. 
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Page 52, 1. 25, ſor beg, read beg leave, | 


— 


* 


= 


£* 


Ps, Gb lnn Fe. 


= 


N 
e we 
"SR n 
N 


** 
* 
* 5 


A 


l , . 5 0 » 
"Elmer, © 


